
Today’s Presenters

Dri Ralph
Facilities Design 
Coordinator, King 

bCounty Library System, 
Washington

Kendra MorganKendra Morgan
OCLC Senior Program 
Manager



Flexible Spaces – Flexible Futures

Kendra Morgan
SeniorProgramManagerSenior Program Manager
morgank@oclc.org



Flexible Spaces – Flexible Futures

• Creating innovative spaces that allow for 

p

g p
community engagement. 

• Grant from the Paul G Allen Family FoundationGrant from the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation
– Two pilot libraries
– Focus groups with Washington library staffocus g oups t as gto b a y sta
– Creation of a resource guide
– Sharing findings/resources
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“ h h bl“….say that having a public 
lib  i  th  lit  library improves the quality 

of life in a community”of life in a community



Flexible Spaces p
Flexible FuturesFlexible Futures

dri ralphdri ralph
Facilities Design Coordinator
King County Library System



design design 
choices



Newcastle





Black Diamond



Burien



o infrastructureo infrastructure

o patron patho patron path

o low techo low-tech

o multi purpose roomo multi purpose room

o shelving flexibilityo shelving
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o location  location  locationo location, location, location

o natural lighto natural light

o right architect for the communityo right architect for the community
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o infrastructure (shape  columns)o infrastructure (shape, columns)

o patron patho patron path

o low techo low-tech

o multi purpose roomo multi purpose room

o shelving flexibilityo shelving



o floor plano floor plan

o arto art

o interiorso interiors

public flexibilitypublic 
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www.kcls.org
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Get started.

Planning



http://www.flickr.com/photos/universityymca/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/blue_mountains_libraryhttp://www.flickr.com/photos/princetonpubliclibrary/



F h Fresh 
perspectiveperspective.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ashpet/



http://www.flickr.com/photos/group3planners/http://www.flickr.com/photos/jiscinfonet/

M  itMove it.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thelibrarianedge/http://www.flickr.com/photos/londonpubliclibrary



Make 
room.



It’  t ll It’s not all 
or nothingor nothing.



How well informed do 
you feel about the 

different services your 
bli  lib  ff ?public library offers?

Do you feel you know

23All or most

Do you feel you know…

47Some of what it offers

20Not much

10Nothing at all



Questions?



What’s next?What s next?


