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Center for an Informed Public

Founded in 2019, through partnership among:

In collaboration with:



We help individuals, communities 
and institutions navigate our 
complex information environments.

We study how information flows online, 
with a focus on how rumors spread.

We work with teachers, librarians, 
and community educators to create 
educational resources.

Purpose of Center for Informed Public



Agenda
1. Day for an Informed Public - origin story & adaptations (Liz)

2. Media Mentorship - origin story & adaptations (Liz)

3. Events in Action - stories from the public library (Valerie)



Day for an Informed Public → MisinfoDay @ UW 1



Day for an Informed Public → MisinfoDay @ UW 2

Spotting Misinformation

Fact-Checking Claims & Sources

Disinformation Goals & Tactics

Understanding the Information Landscape 

2021: 1000+ high school students, teachers, and librarians | 13 states



Day for an Informed Public → MisinfoDay @ UW 3

2022: 90+ schools, universities, public libraries and organizations 



Day for an Informed Public → MisinfoDay @ UW 4



Loki’s Loop A design research team working 
across misinformation, information 
literacy, and games.

lokisloop.org



Games:

lokisloop.org

lokisloop@uw.edu

http://lokisloop.org
mailto:lokisloop@uw.edu


Escape Room Games:

30-45 minutes → Play the game

30 minutes → Debrief

Fun & approachable entry point to media 
literacy conversations for teens and adults.

lokisloop.org



Debrief Kit

Euphorigen Investigation is a creation of Loki’s Loop at the University of Washington

All of our games end with the debrief activity--where the learning magic happens.

Questions, activities, and real-life examples to discuss after playing the game.



Using the Debrief Kit



Lessons & Activities
Lessons & Activities



Monterey, CA

Day for an Informed Public: 
locally hosted MisinfoDay-style events

Des Moines, IA

Image courtesy of Des Moines University

Hoboken, NJ

https://ischool.uw.edu/news/2024/05/media-literacy-coalition-brings-misinfoday-california
https://ischool.uw.edu/news/2024/05/media-literacy-coalition-brings-misinfoday-california
https://www.cip.uw.edu/2024/12/04/misinfoday-des-moines-university-iowa/
https://www.cip.uw.edu/2024/12/04/misinfoday-des-moines-university-iowa/


Sample Plug-and-Play Schedule: 
1. Escape room  +  debrief  
2. Exploring our information environment  
3. Metaphor for current information environment  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B2cuOYGvAY
https://x.com/Osint613/status/1877348298505216001
https://www.tiktok.com/@_thatoneguy92/video/7460205055149493546?q=la%20fires%20train&t=1757944446133
https://www.tiktok.com/@xeviuniverse/video/7458123024823373087?q=la%20fires&t=1757947482823
https://www.tiktok.com/@thelexic/video/7459569481057078570?q=%23lafires&t=1754495148720


To answer in the chat: 

What topic(s) are you most interested in 
exploring with your teens related to their 
information environment?



To answer in the chat: 

What are your favorite information and media 
literacy resources / activities?



Media Mentorship



BHS  June 2019
Student to Student

Remote
June & Oct 2020
Student to Parents BHS  June 2022, 2023, & 2024

Community Events

Ballard High School event 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j73SeRR1Bqo




Media Mentorship Many Ways



Media Mentorship Projects
Teen-led event

Teaching new skills

Engaging community

Keynote + science-fair 
style interactive 
presentations



Preparing 
Teens to 
Teach



Ballard High School

Audience: Families

Events since 2020

1 class or grade team



Hayes Freedom High School

12th grade Civics class 

Audience: Students (each 
other, then 11th graders)

Media Mentorship Passport

​Media Mondays

In the future: family audience



Hayes Freedom High School images



Port Townsend High School

9th grade English Class + 
District Librarian

December event

Audience: Family

Keynote + student presentations

Port Townsend High School







Chimacum High School

Taco-Bingo Night fundraiser

Audience: Family

Dinner + student 
presentations, then bingo

Media Mentorship “bingo” 
card with prize 

Chimacum High School





Medical Lake High School

Audience: Community

Created displays for local 
dentist office, wellness 
center, public library

Medical Lake High School







Sedro-Woolley High School

Audience: Senior Citizens

At Community Center

Students present, lunch 
together, seniors present

Instruction on media literacy 
AND conversation skills

Sedro-Woolley High School















Why Info Literacy Events?
1. Increases awareness & 

momentum.
2. Provides fun & accessible 

entry point into conversations 
around the challenges of our 
current information 
environment. 

3. Builds community around 
these challenges. 



Day for an Informed Public 
(Teens are the audience)

Media Mentorship 
(Teens are the teachers)

Questions?



A Day For An Informed Public 1
● Invited to participate in larger scale Day 

for an Informed Public at The Hudson 
School. 

● This event had two smaller sessions in 
the morning and then the escape room.

● I ran a session Four Flags (or Four 
Corners) exercise that explored the 
relationship between teens and 
misinformation utilizing studies done the 
subject.



A Day For An Informed Public 2
● Students evaluate statements pulled 

from recent studies examining the 
relationship between young adults 
and media literacy. 

● One by one statements are put on the 
screen and students show their 
stance on a particular statement by 
raising one of four flags labeled: 
strongly agree, agree, disagree, 
strongly disagree.

“Some young adults share 
misinformation because 

they think it is true.”



A Day For An Informed Public 3
● Students are encouraged to discuss the 

statements with a partner or small group 
(~4 students) but can work as an 
individual.

● The use of the flags elicits participation 
from all students, generating debate and 
conversation, while allowing you to gauge 
the group as a whole.



Escape Room - Reality Rewritten
● Reality Rewritten is a misinformation 

themed escape room developed by the 
CIP that can be played fully as a 
tabletop game depending on your 
programming constraints. 

● The game’s storyline centers around an 
AI generated image getting leaked from 
a group chat and ultimately ending up 
on social media and in the school paper. 
Players are given the chance to “go 
back in time” to correct their mistakes. 

Public program for teens and 
tweens

As a school visit for high school 
students

Public program for families



Escape Room - Reality Rewritten 2
● When adjusting the game for these 

different demographics it is really just a 
matter of decreasing the number of 
puzzles to allow the game to fit my time 
and age requirements.

● In most cases I decreased the puzzle 
down to 3 for the game and then utilized 
the final 2 puzzles as “bonus puzzles.”

● For the family program I added more 
scavenger hunt elements to the game.

Public program for teens and 
tweens

As a school visit for high school 
students

Public program for families



Media Mentorship Night 1
● Ran 2025’s Media Mentorship 

Night with the traditional format. 

● We had a speaker and 27 students 
participate.

● I partnered with the Hudson 
School’s Media Literacy Class and 
opened up registration to my Teen 
Advisory Board.



Media Mentorship Night 2 
● In 2026 I had to adjust the format. 

● Still partnering with the Hudson School 
but will have the students display 
miniature versions of their work (8.5 x 
11) with a QR code to the full scale 
poster.

● Planning to display these in the Library 
and at other locations in the city.

● Have a more traditional Media 
Mentorship Night in the fall at the Library.



Questions



Connect with us
● CIP Education Resources

Access resources and get information about hosting in your community.
● LokisLoop.org

Escape rooms and games.
● Media Mentorship

Teens teach others about media literacy.
● Mailing list

Hear about CIP education updates & events.
● Lizcrous@uw.edu / Valerie.coughlin@hobokenlibrary.org

https://www.cip.uw.edu/education/#cip-teach
https://www.cip.uw.edu/education/#cip-teach
http://lokisloop.org
http://lokisloop.org
http://mediamentorship.com
http://mediamentorship.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc08wUJtPqPPra2MhzvP8Iy8k90dSWhsCZK-7wHNW9NWgYYkg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc08wUJtPqPPra2MhzvP8Iy8k90dSWhsCZK-7wHNW9NWgYYkg/viewform
mailto:Lizcrous@uw.edu
mailto:Lizcrous@uw.edu
mailto:valerie.coughlin@hobokenlibrary.org
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