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“This moving, mesmerizing memoir recounts Hessler's two years as a Peace Corps volunteer teaching
English in the city of Fuling, located in the heart of China. Before Hessler's arrival, no one in Fuling had seen
a foreigner for 50 years. Hessler was rudely thrust into this forbidden land, completely isolated from the
world as we know it. Armed with astute powers of observation, acute sensitivity to cultural differences, and
a good command of Chinese, he explores the culture, politics, traditions, and ideas of a people completely
unknown and mysterious to the Western World. Hessler also watches as the cityDtorn between tradition and
the onslaught of modern timesDreacts to the death of Deng Xiaoping, the return of Hong Kong to the
mainland, and the inevitable construction of the Three Gorges Dam on its beloved, and sacred, Yangtze
River. This touching memoir of an American dropped into the center of China transcends the boundaries of
the travel genre and will appeal to anyone wanting to learn more about the heart and soul of the Chinese
people.” -Library Journal 2001 Review

"A vivid and touching tribute to a place and its people." -- Kirkus - starred review

"Hessler writes beautifully... memoir, travelogue, and astute anthropological writing woven into a book
that is difficult to put down." -- Abraham Verghese, author of The Tennis Partner and My Own Country

Thursday, September 15, 2011 at 7PM
Dessert will be Served

For more information, call 865-2848 or www.facebook.com/NaturitaCommunityLibrary
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