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The Community
Every community is unique



Small Libraries Create Smart Spaces

ÅService population: 3,700

ÅLocation: on the Souhegan River

ÅLibrary website: wiltonlibrarynh.org/

Å108-year old building on the National 

Registry of Historical Places

Old mill on the Souhegan River by B. Gutsche, with permission

Wilton, New Hampshire

THE COMMUNITY

http://wiltonlibrarynh.org/


Small Libraries Create Smart Spaces

Tiffany glass in the domed 

cupola of the entryway

Hand-painted Grueby tiles on the 

wood-framed fireplace

Exquisite detailing on the coved 

ceilings, crown molding, and 

painted wall panels

No wonder itôs on the National Historic Registry 

THE COMMUNITY



ñWilton has a town culture that is looking 

for ways to improve the town, making it 

family-friendly, walkable, and connected 

and attractive to new business.ò



Before the Changes
Small libraries can create Smart Spaces



ñI've been thinking a lot not only about getting 

people into the library, but on getting the 

library out to the people, and engaging them 

in a different manner.ò



Small Libraries Create Smart SpacesBEFORE THE CHANGES

The Wilton Library is the only Smart Spaces project 

participant to focus on their outdoor physical space for 

active learning and community engagement. They 

already had a lot of success with STEM/STEAM 

programming inside the library.

The town of Wilton was planning to create a new 

Riverwalk Park across the street from the library as 

part of a wider effort to make the community more 

livable and convivial. A library outdoor space could be 

a continuation of that.

Thinking Outside the Library

ñIf we are visible outside of these walls and people 

are having positive interactions, it is more likely 

that they will make it a point to come to visit the 

[inside] space as well.ò

Stephanie Loiselle


