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The Recession’s Impact in Texas

State Unemployment Rate 
is 8.2%

Approx. 
995,000 
Texans in 
labor force 
are out of 
work

March '09

March '10

Texas U.S.

7.0%

9.0%

8.2%

10.2%

Unemployment Rates, Texas and U.S.
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Some Regions Hit Harder

Regions with Highest 
Levels of Unemployment 
•Beaumont-Pt. Arthur (10.8%)
•Brownsville-Harlingen (11.0%)
•McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 
(11.6%)

Regions with Lowest Levels 
of Unemployment
•Amarillo (5.6%)
•Midland (5.7%)
•Lubbock (5.9%) 
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Statewide Initiatives via Library System

 10 regional offices across the state funded with LSTA 
funding ($4.175m in FY10)
 Nearly every public library is a member of a System 
 Encourage inter-library cooperation, provide consulting, 

continuing education, and technology support

 $1.5 million in new funds for the Library System in 
2010-11 appropriated by State Legislature (reduced 
in second year)

 In collaboration with Systems, State Library 
developed negotiated grant program to distribute 
funds to Systems
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State Funding for Workforce Initiatives

 RFP released July 2009. Requested programs that 
supported statewide priority areas:  early childhood 
literacy, family literacy, and workforce development

 Three grants awarded totaling $662,600 
 Two projects support workforce development 

initiatives:
 Lead applicant: North Texas Regional Library System 

(NTRLS), $348,424
 Lead applicant: Central Texas Library System (CTLS), 

$292,313
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Texas Workskills Development for 
Libraries (TWDL)

 NTRLS, in collaboration with Big Country Library 
System (BCLS), Houston Area Library System (HALS), 
Northeast Texas Library System (NETLS), Texas Trans-
Pecos Library System (TTPLS) & West Texas Library 
System (WTLS)
 Goal to reach 180 libraries across Systems
 Systems working in partnership to develop a 

comprehensive curriculum for workforce development
 Customized for each System’s needs
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Texas Workskills Development for 
Libraries (TWDL)

Establishment of workforce development 
website (http://twdl.org/)

Development of Specialized programming

Linkages with Texas Workforce 
Commission, Councils of Government,
Chambers of Commerce

Workshops for Librarians

Brainfuse Adult Career Center services JobNow services
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Texas Workskills Development for 
Libraries (TWDL)

http://www.twdl.org/�
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Texas Workskills Development for 
Libraries (TWDL)

 Adam Wright, Coordinator, NTRLS:
“Mobile labs were purchased, or expanded, for five of the six Systems. These mobile 

labs have been used by the Systems to teach both patrons and librarians basic 
workforce literacy skills. In addition, a contract has been established with Brainfuse 
to assist patrons with workforce literacy skills through the project’s website, 
twdl.org. With www.TWDL.org, the Systems are receiving very positive responses 
by building a network of media outlets throughout participating communities. The 
Systems have already established a number of traditional outreach efforts to get 
the word out: posters, flyers, bookmarks, press releases, public service 
announcements, etc. All of this information can be found on TWDL.org under library 
tools.”

http://www.twdl.org/�
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South Texas Library System Workforce Project

 CTLS, in collaboration with Alamo Area Library 
System (AALS) & South Texas Library System (STLS)
 Goal to reach 179 libraries across Systems
 ResumeMaker made available to participating libraries
 Provision of introductory computer classes
 Job fairs to be held in certain libraries
 JobView kiosks purchased in certain libraries
 Computers provided with access to Texas Workforce 

Commission job database
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http://www.texasworkprep.com/texasworkprep.htm�
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Other State Library Initiatives

 March 2010 BTOP Proposal—includes partnership 
with Texas Workforce Commission to provide 
specialized training for libraries

 April 2010 New Guidelines for Year 2 of SyNG—
focusing on providing funding for one statewide 
workforce initiative headed by a partnership of 
Systems

 May 2010 Webinar, Getting Your Resume Noticed
 July 2010 Webinar, Online Job Hunting
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Questions?

 Library Development Division
Texas State Library & Archives Commission
P.O. Box 12927
Austin, TX  78711-2927
(512) 463-5465
ld@tsl.state.tx.us

mailto:ld@tsl.state.tx.us�
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