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AI FOMO







AI FEAR





http://callingbullshit.org





What do our students need to know to learn and 
thrive in an LLM world? 
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Principles, not 
prescriptions.
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LLMs aren’t try to lead us away form 

the truth – they don’t even know 

what the truth is. 
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Can you help me

identify these foraged

mushrooms?

Are they safe to eat?
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Does my dog need

a passport to visit

Canada?

What does she need?
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Rephrase an awkward sentence

Write a few lines of computer code

Recall that fact on the tip of your tongue

Find the right search term for a question

Show what a document should look like 
 



PRINCIPLE 

If answers need to be accurate, asking an LLM is 
risky—and the less expertise you have in the 
subject at hand, the riskier it is. 

Don’t let LLMs tell you what to do, but they can 
be very useful to tell you what to try, if you can 
easily and safely test their suggestions.
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PRINCIPLE 

LLMs don’t replace the art of writing the way that 
calculators replace the task of doing arithmetic. Their 
prose is grammatically correct, but mediocre at best. 

When we allow LLMs to write for us, we lose the 
opportunity to think. When we hand off our writing to 
LLMs, we are giving up our own agency in the world.









LLMs interpose themselves between authors and readers.
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What does an apology mean, when it is written by an AI?



PRINCIPLE 

Humans crave authenticity from one another.

LLMs can't provide it because they neither know 
our authentic thoughts nor have thoughts of 
their own. Don’t use an LLM to write a love note 
or a condolence letter.
 



Personalized AI
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“Rather than interacting with 

web content directly, the 

idea is that we would each 

have our own personalized 

information concierge, an AI 

model that finds information 

specifically tailored to our 

interests, beliefs, and values, 

and then repackages this 

information specifically for 

our individual consumption.”



Each of us in our own private Truman Show

Image: Paramount Pictures



PRINCIPLE 

Societies make sense of the world together. 
Personalized information technologies will 
undermine this process. 

Without a shared understanding of the world, 
we will not be able to make effective collective 
decisions in response to the many global threats 
we face.
 





Principles => Practice 





> Resource Packs focused on topics such as
– One-on-one conversations

– AI in Everyday Life

– Teen focused and intergenerational event guides

– Games and media literacy

– AND MORE!

Empowering Informed Communities Resource 
Hub 

https://cip.uw.edu/eic/

https://www.cip.uw.edu/eic/








Anthropomorphic Seduction



Reasoning Conversation

alAnthropomorphic Systems

Anthropomorphism







Epistemic diversity across 
language models mitigates 

knowledge collapse

Hodel, D., & West, J. D. (2025). Epistemic diversity across language models mitigates knowledge collapse. arXiv preprint 
arXiv:2512.15011.



Public librarians as 

trusted AI intermediaries
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