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What is an eBook?

eBooks are electronic versions of books. They can be downloaded from many websites
and their text can be displayed on a computer screen, on eBook readers and other
mobile devices like smart phones.

What is an audiobook?

Audiobooks are recorded readings of books. They may be available on CDs and as
downloadable files (MP3 or WMA format) that can be played on a computer or portable
listening device like an iPod or MP3 player.

Downloadable Library eBooks & Audiobooks and “DRM”

The library has partnered with a company called OverDrive to make free downloadable
eBooks and Audiobooks available to members of Halifax Public Libraries. They can be
“checked out” for a limited time just like paper books but you'll never get a fine because
the books expire automatically when your loan period ends! They just stop working on
your computer/device.

Publishers can’t afford to give books away for free, so they protect their copyright by
placing restrictions on the use and transfer of eBooks and Audiobooks. By adding
“Digital Rights Management” (DRM) to the book, they prevent users from copying and
saving the books in ways that would violate copyright laws. Because of the DRM on
library eBooks and Audiobooks you will need special software installed on your
computer to use them and they may not be compatible with all devices.

What You Need to Get Started

eBooks:

J_ I lj_ Adobe Digital Editions
F - [ |
L Audiobooks ( : 1'3-*_1 "

OverDrive Windows Media
Media Console Player 9 or higher

\
—— | —

Computer with
Internet Connection Software

Library Card
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What if | Have a Portable Device?

You can listen to Audiobooks and read eBooks on your computer, but you might wish to
transfer them to portable devices like e-readers, smart phones, iPods or mp3 players.

You Might Need Additional Software

To transfer eBooks to some e-readers (e.g. Sony Reader or Kobo) you LJ kobo
will need to install the software associated with the device.

The Overdrive Application (App)

Some wireless/3G devices can download eBooks directly (no PC needed) once t‘
the OverDrive App is installed (e.g. iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch). You will need to

create an Adobe ID (https://www.adobe.com/cfusion/membership) to activate  OverDrive
your device before you will be able to download DRM protected eBooks.

Which Device Should | Buy?

There are many options, and all have their own pros and cons. We can’t recommend
one over another because your choice will depend on how you plan to use the device.
Here are some review sources to get you started.

Reviews of eBook Readers

e ConsumerReports.org: The library has a subscription! Contact the reference
desk at 490-5710 if you need assistance viewing paid content.
o Report: http://bit.ly/b1000T

o Electronics blog: http:/blogs.consumerreports.org/electronics/e-readers/

e Geek.com: This website has a frequently updated blog that covers product
reviews and updates from the world of eBooks and e-readers.http:/bit.ly/9Ryx8U

e The eBook Reader: A site that reviews e-Readers: http://www.the-ebook-reader.com/

e Wired.com: Wired is a trusted source of information in the world of technology.
Go to www.wired.com/ Hover over “Reviews” and select “Tablets/eBooks” in the
box that pops up.

Videos:
e The eBook Reader has a YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/user/TheeBookReader

e Comparison of various Sony models. www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWI60GNcQIw

Review of the Kobo wireless: http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfreviTteCk
e Demo of iPad eBook applications. http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYohX5Y9WBE
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Compatibility with Library eBooks and Audiobooks

Because of the DRM, not all devices (e-readers, mp3 players, smart phones, etc.) are
compatible with library eBooks and Audiobooks. For the most up to date information
about which devices are compatible:

1. Go to the library’s home page: www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca

2. Click the Digital Media Downloads button (right side

of the page).

Digital Media

Downloads

sl

3. Click the “Supported Audio Devices” or “Supported eBook Devices” link on the
right side of the page.

Some Popular eBook Readers (* = compatible with Library’s eBooks)

Kindle *Sony Reader *iPad *Kobo *Libre *Nook
Price $139-$379 $149 - $299 $499 - $829 $99 - 5149 $129-$199 $149 - $249
Bookstore Amazon N/A iTunes Store Chapters Borders Barnes &
Affiliation (Kindle & Noble

Kobo Apps)
Screen Size 6" 6” 9.7” 6" 6" 6"
Display Grayscale Grayscale (e-ink) | Colour Grayscale Grayscale (e- Grayscale or
paper) Colour
Compatible No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
with Library
eBooks?
Input Keyboard Keys/Touchscre | Touchscreen | Keys Keys Touchscreen
en
Memory 2 GB 512 MB + SD 16GB&up | 1GB+4GBSD | SDCardupto | 2 GB+SD Card
Cards Card 37 GB
Data Transfer USB / WiFi / USB / WiFi / 3G WiFi /3G USB / WiFi USB USB / WiFi
3G

eBooks
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Installing the Overdrive Media Console (For Audiobooks)

The Overdrive Media Console makes it easier to download audiobooks, organize your
downloads, listen to audiobooks, transfer them to portable devices and even burn them

to a CD if desired.
Steps:

1. Go to the Library’s home page: www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca

Downloads

2. Click the Digital Media Downloads button (right side ~ BRfsi=lBUEEE] ﬂ
of the page)

Digital Software

3. Click the OverDrive Media® Console™ |ink in the _ .
“Digital Software” box

Adobe® Digital Editions
Mokipocket® Reader

4. Click the Download Now button DOWNLOAD NOW
Windows® (v3.2)

Opening ODMediaConsoleSetup.msi

‘ou have chosen to open

5. Click Save File

ﬁ! 0ODMediaConsolesetup.msi

which is &t Windows Installer Package
Frarm: Rttpe fvy, overdrive, com

Wiould you like to save this File?

6. An “installation wizard” will open up to {8 0verDrive Media Console
gUide you thrOUgh the next StepS. You Installing OverDrive Media Console

will need to: .
a. agree to the terms of service. GM bl )
b. keep clicking the Next button : )
until you see the message .
“OverDrive Media Console is
being installed”.
c. wait until the message changes
to “Overdrive Media Console has
successfully installed”.

d. click the Close button. Tl

ext »
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Installing Adobe Digital Editions (For eBooks)
Steps:

4. Go to the library’s home page: www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca

5. Click the Digital Media Downloads button (right side [PV IereS ﬂ
of the page).

Downloads

6. Click the Adobe Digital Editions link in the “Digital Digital Software

Software” box.
onzole™

Adobe® Digital Editions

7. Click the Get ' Mobipocket® Reader
Get ADOBE®

Adobe Digital DIGITAL EDITIONS
Editions button.

. Adobe® Digital Editions Installer
8. Scroll down and click the Launch button.

5 Launch

Launch Adobe Digital Editions

9. An installation wizard will guide you through the
steps.

10. Activate Adobe Digital Editions
Before transferring eBooks from your computer to an e-reader you will need to
activate Adobe Digital Editions on your computer using an Adobe ID. You
will also need to activate your e-reader using the same Adobe ID.

7.1 Activating Adobe Digital Editions on a Computer

e Go to www.adobe.com/membership/ and Create an Adobe Account

e (Close your browser and open Adobe Digital Editions by clicking on the
icon on your computer’s desktop. A “Setup Assistant” box will open. (If the
setup assistant doesn’t open automatically, click on Library in the top
menu bar and select Authorize Computer from the drop-down list.)

e (lick Continue.
Enter your Adobe ID (the email address you used in step 7.1) and
password and click Activate.

e Click Finish.

7.2 Activating an e-reader
e Connect the e-reader to your computer
e Open Adobe Digital Editions. It should detect your device and open a
“Device Setup Assistant” window. Click Authorize Device.
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Searching for eBooks & Audiobooks
Steps:

1. Go to the library’s home page: www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca

2. Click the “Digital Media Downloads” button (right side — _
of the page) Dlgtal :E'r'[edlil 1 ‘E

Downloads

3. Click on the links in the left column to see ready-made lists of eBooks or
Audiobooks by topic (to see more options click more),
OR
4. Type a book title or keywords into the search box and click the blue arrow.
OR
5. Click “Advanced” to customize or fine tune your search.

gital Media Downloads st ~
Digital Media e — P
J I Find a branch... ;I
Search |
Collections
iPod®-compatible
o i : R - . . .
Audinhooks! Choose your own lending period — pick a lending
& IMost Popular petiad by title or by farmat! Rate a title — if you liked it,
@ Recently Added let others know! For rore on lending periods & rating
o always Available titles, click here,
o Hidden Gems
@ For Children
& For Teens EN E3 KX K2 K2 K2 B2
@ All EPUE eBooks
@ All MPs Audicbooks
o e e T iPod®-compatible Audiocbooks! P’ ?w_w-ir"l@}_r}ﬁrary

’ eBooks five ~L‘c|x-tr:
o All Fiction JOUL IS Digital Software
o ;ﬂ;’;‘;ﬁ?g’n before OverDrive® Media
® autobiography o s S Console™
0 Eusiness & Careers Blood Tide Title: I
D EEE S Dave Barry Shades
Martha Grim{ Creator: I
k - ) Keyward: |
ISBN: |
Format: |AIIfDrmats j
Using the Advanced Search you can see Language. | All langusges [
lists of eBooks or Audiobooks: Publisher | All publishers [
e in specific languages Subject | All subjects [
¢ on a specific subject Awards: | All awards [~
e that have won awards Date added to site: | =
e that are still available (have not been Results per page: [10 =l
checked out by someone else). Order by: [Tite =l
I Only show titles with copies available
Search |
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Understanding Your Search Results

Your search results will be a list of books. Here is an example of the information you will
see for each book. There are two books shown here: “Must Love Dogs” and “Rescue

Ink.”

“Must Love Dogs”
will play on a PC,

iPod or WMA player
and you can burn it
to a CD, but it won't

work on a Mac.

“Must Love
Dogs” is an
Audiobook in
WMA format.

“Rescue Ink is

an eBook in
Adobe EPUB
format.

eBooks

-

For more information about
a book click on its title

A

Must L ove Dogs
by Claire Cook

Porerage rating:

Sige i & rate thiz title.

Waluptuous, sensuous, alluring, and fun. Barely 40 DUF

seeks special man to share starlit nights. Must lowe dogs.

Life after divarce for Sarah Hurliby consists of juggling herjob a=s a

preschoal...

erDrive WMA Audiobook

Plays on: |: |:|

add to Cart <=
add to Wish List

always awailable

Plays on: eBook-campatible computers & devices

Rescue Ink

Honwr Tem Guys Sawed Countless Dogs and

Auverage rating:

Cats, Twelwe Horses, Five Figs, One Duck,  Sior in g{,-—ﬂ.ge f;'.TniS;fHE.'..

by Rescue Ink

This is the true stany of ten tough and tattooed bikers who rescue
animals in dangerwhile spreading the message that Abusers Are
Lasers. When Joe Panz, Johnny O, Batso, Big Ant, &, Angel, Des,

and...

Adobe EPUB eBook

Place a hold -

add to Wish List

FAuwgilable copies: O
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“Must Love
Dogs is
available.
Click “add to
Cart” if you
want to check
it out.

All copies of
“Rescue Ink”
are checked
out. Click
“Place a hold”
to be added to
the waiting
list.
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Checking Out and Downloading an eBook or Audiobook

NOTE: Before you check out and download your first book you will need to install
“Overdrive Media Player” (Audiobooks) or “Adobe Digital Editions” (eBooks).

1. Click Add to Cart

2. Click Proceed to Checkout. (Note: You can click Continue Browsing if you

would like to add more items to your cart. Just be sure to proceed to checkout
within 60 minutes because books will only stay in your cart for an hour.)

My Cart

Flease note: Titles added to your Cart will remain there for B0 minutes
before they are returned to the library's collection. Please be sure to
camplete your checkout within this timeframe to avoid losing access
to these titleis).

The American Journey of Barack Obama, eBook text edition
Lending period: 14 days

Adobe EPUB eBook E:_::yﬁ :| |:| |:| |:| rErnove

Continue Browsing [ Proceed to Checkout ]

2

3. Type your library card number (with no spaces) in the box and click Sign In.
Sign In

Access to this site is limited to library patrans only.

To sign in, please entg rd number below.

Library card number;

3

4. Agree to the terms of service by scrolling to the bottom and clicking the Yes
button.

5. Select your desired lending period (1, 2 or 3 weeks) and click Confirm check
out
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Check Out

Please review and confirm the selections and, if desired, change the
lending period(s) before proceeding with check out.

Mote that in order to use digital media, you must download and install
the appropriate digital software before downloading the title to your
machine.

-

Nl ama, eBook text edition

i || w || || ||'emove

Important notes:
- You may check out a max of 20 titles at one time

- fou currently hawe 3 title(s) ¥hecked out

< ou will hawe 16 titlels) remalying after checking out the selected
titlels)

Confirm check out

6. Click Download

Download

The following title(s) are now available for download:

The American Checked out on: Sep 30, 2010
Journey of Barack Expires on; Oct 14, 2010
Ohama, eBook

text edition

Adobe EPUE
eBook (138 kh)

6 iClick here to download the software needed to use
Mthis Adobe EPUE eBook title.

Diownload | I
)
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For eBooks, continue. For Audiobooks, skip to page 12.

7. Click Open with (ensure “digitaleditions.exe” is in the box beside it), then click
OK.

Opening AmericanJourneyofBarackODbamae 5[

¥ou have chosen ko open

r{} ...ourneyofBarackDbamaeBooktext9780316068819.acsm

which is a: acsm File
Fram: hHttp:ffofs.contentreserve, com

~What should Firefox: do with this File?

hi I digitaleditions, exe j

" Save File

[ Dathis automatically Far Files like this From now on.

e —

— | (4 I Cancel |

8. Adobe Digital Editions will open automatically and start to download your e-book.
Wait a few moments.

Using Adobe Digital Editions to View eBooks
1. Double click on the Adobe Digital Editions icon (if it is not already open).

2. Click on the bookshelf icon to see all the books you have.
3. Double click on a jacket cover to open a specific book.

i Adobe Digital Editions

' LIBRARY o

The American Journey of Barack Obam...

The Editors of Life Magazine

RooMm

Y

The American Journey of Barack
David Boath Obama, eBook text edition
The Editors of Life Magazine

+ Options
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4. Use the links in the left column to jump to a section in the book
5. Use the up and down arrows to turn pages

EE Adobe Digital Editions The American Journey of Barack

fii AF READING  ~

The Editors of Life Magazine

4 INTRODUCTION T l] ' AI-I1 C rl can

FOREWORD by Senator Edward M. Kennedy

THE FAMILY TREE

P, -y -
roors Journey of Barack
BOYHOOD # o
AYOUNG MAN ON THE RISE =
Gicxco Obama
WASHINGTON
+ ASPECTS OF OBAMA

eBook text edition

Hachette Book Group usa

_—M—_

Transfering eBooks to e-Readers

The steps are slightly different for different devices. Read the documentation that came
with your device and install its software if required.

If you can’t see/read the books that you transferred:

1. Is your eBook Reader compatible with OverDrive eBooks? See page 2 of this
handout or for a more comprehensive list of devices:
www.overdrive.com/resources/drc/

2. Did you activate Adobe Digital Editions with an Adobe ID after installing it on your
computer?

3. Did you activate your e-reader using the same Adobe ID?

Contact us if you need further assistance.
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Using OverDrive Media Console to Listen to an Audiobook

1. Double click the Overdrive Media Console icon (if window below is not yet open).
2. Click on the book you want to hear (it will be highlighted in blue as shown below).
3. Click the Play button.

‘."i' OverDrive Media Console

=101

[:J,a Flay Eglij Transfer ‘::}./ Burn Fg Dovwnload w Delete 0' Properties

A5 Media Library

[ view All Media

B My Collections
@ Group by Creator
= Group by Subject
i/ Group by Format
9! Group by Source

Duration

Welcome to OverDrive Media Console

Acquired: 9f25/2010
Last plaved: never

Expires: never
Format: Wwha Audicbook Duration: 0356

NE

For Help, press F1 |

4. A new window will open and the book will start playing. Use controls at the bottom to
pause, stop or navigate to the desired chapter.

OverDrive Media Explorer ed |

*"PUBLIC
Libraries
T

A Beautiful Mind
ﬁ The Life of Mathematical Genius and Mobel Laureate John Nash
Authaor: Sylvia Mazar
Harratar: Anna Fields
SYLVIA| Format: P33 Audicbook
NASAR Fublisher: Blackstone Audio, Inc,
Next
Media
Marker
Stop
Next Part
| A || Medabd arkers / EE
Introduction
Intraduction [09:27] Volume
Introduction [20:03]
P|ay/ Introduction [30:22]

Fart I: Chapter 1

Pause

= Speed

0&:43 / 01:02:09

<l 0 poogoa
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Transfering Audiobooks to Portable Devices

The steps can be slightly different for different devices. For many devices all you will
need to do is:

1. Connect your portable device to your computer
2. In Overdrive Media Console, click on the title of the book you wish to transfer.
3. Click the Transfer button (beside the play button) and a

transfer “wizard” will guide you through the process. Eglij Transfer

eBooks, e-Readers and Your Rights

The key to protecting your rights and privacy online is to be informed! The Electronic
Frontier Foundation, a civil liberties group dedicated to defending your rights in the
digital world, has good articles on the topic.

e “Digital Books and Your Rights”

www.eff.org/wp/digital-books-and-your-rights

e “E-book Buyer’s Guide to Privacy”
www.eff.org/deeplinks/2010/01/updated-and-corrected-e-book-buyers-gquide-privacy

The library protects your privacy when you download eBooks. Overdrive only has
access your library card number, not your name or contact information.

Other Sources of Free eBooks

Classics or older books that are no longer protected by copyright (in the “public
domain”) can be downloaded for free from various sites. The newest/most popular
books that are still copyrighted need to be purchased or borrowed from the library.

e Project Gutenberg: 30,000+ books, often available in multiple formats. This site
was one of the founding e-book sites and many newer sites build their collection
by downloading from Project Gutenberg or by linking back to Project Gutenberg.
http://www.gutenberg.org/

(YouTube video showing how to download books from Project Gutenberg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBRHh-pX2lY)

e Google Books: Free books accessible through advanced search option. Enter
search terms, select “public domain only”, click search, click on title of interest,
click download.
http://books.google.ca/
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e ManyBooks: 26,806 books available in dozens of formats
http://manybooks.net/

e eBook3000: This site is a great source for text books, technical works and
magazines. The selection is very broad, but site is designed more for adults.
http://www.ebook3000.com/

e Epubbooks: a great site for books in epub format, mostly classic titles. There is
also a page of links to other online sources for eBooks, 13 commercial sites and
4 free sites.
http://www.epubbooks.com/

e Wikibooks: This is a great community site specializing in educational text books.
The site is visually appealing and easy to navigate.
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main Page

A blog post on the “20 Best Websites to Download Free eBooks”:
http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/20-best-websites-to-download-free-e-books/

Many eBooks are in pdf format. Use the PDF Search Engine for searching 285 000
000 free eBooks from around the world! http://www.pdf-search-engine.com

You can also use Google to find free books in PDF format. For example, to search for
Anne of Green Gables type this into Google:

filetype:pdf “Anne of Green Gables”

Getting Help
1. Click “Help” for information on

- ; common issues
Digital Media Download 5 Click the “Ask a
SETEE U AR M S Librarian” button to

| e send us an email
3. Call your local branch

This work is licensed under an Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 license. You may share and adapt it for
non-commercial use if the original is cited. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca/)
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