Would you recommend being a living "book" to others? 
-Yes, absolutely
-Yes
- Yes
-Yes.

What kinds of "books" would you like to see at future events? 
-More ethnic/religious/cultural diverse people. How about someone who is blind. I really old person. Someone who has had an abortion. Someone that is staunch right to life. A terminally ill person.
-Anarchist, feminist.
-A blind person; a war vet (maybe multiple ones from different wars)
-Travelers, people that are or have been homeless, maybe some kids from Stonewall.

Please describe how this program was of benefit to you... 
-I was able to meet others unlike me, with varied backgrounds, people who were articulate, intelligent, and comfortable talking about "sensitive" issues in a straight forward manner. "Through knowledge and understanding, a community of common purpose is formed."
-I got to communicate with someone who was interested in hearing my story.  I got to hear and listen to another person’s questions and concerns and provide some experience out of my own story.
- I was able to be completely honest and open without small talk with someone in society as I would never have in a typical social setting. 
-Re-telling my experiences out loud made them more real for me. I also really enjoyed meeting and talking with the other books.

Would you be willing to take part in future events? 
-Yes, absolutely - I would be honored to participate.
-Yes
- Oh yes!
-Yes. I do want other people to have this opportunity, and I’ve had my turn. If I were asked again, I would do it.

What were your most frequently asked questions? 
 -I was only checked out once.
- I was only checked out once
-I didn’t really have any that were asked more than once.

This program made me think about: 
-How in spite of our differences we are really all so much alike, have so very much in common.
-Other people and what they face and deal with.
-How much blossoming and growing can come from clarifying. From just asking questions in a safe environment brings connection between people. From my experiences that is rare in most of society today .
-It made me sort of re-think identifying in particular groups. I am more than the identity I portrayed in this program, and it felt a little strange being one person to almost represent an entire group of people. But, I do get the importance of taking even a small step towards examining and breaking down what it means to be a person of a group.

The thing I enjoyed most about this program was:  
-The other "books"
-Hearing other peoples stories and being able to talk about my story as well.
- The time I got checked out I just let all of my thoughts and ways out without any blocks and that felt really thrilling afterwards. I feel like a shift happened and the person who checked me out helped me to think about alcoholism from “their shoes”.  The person who checked me out had no previous  knowledge able what AA is like and I was able to step out of my place in it and explain it from the bottom up or at least my experience of it. I learned from my reader. 
-Talking with the other books. The snacks were great too.
I would recommend the following changes for the next session of the Living Library: 
-That there be a more formal introduction of the "books" to each other and mutual learning and exchange of ideas with each other. We did this, more buy accident than purpose. I was thrilled to learn what I did about other people.
-Rainy day instead of a sunny one and advertising  in a way, if it’s possible, to attract people who would normally be scared to do something like this. My thoughts were yes we are books and “identities” but we are also human so we don’t expect perfect readers. 
-More visitors would be nice, but that seems like it will come with time as the word gets out more.

Further comments: 
-I think that this model has so much potential for positive impact on each of us as individuals and the community as a whole. Perhaps scheduling in late October and April would result in more community participation.
-A friend of mine would love to be a book at the next event and I think it would be a great fit for her. She’s done a lot of things has could portray many identities, and I’d probably suggest letting her choose if you would like her to be in the next Living Library session. I can give you her name and phone number if you are interested.
