Program Title: A Day in the Life of Chelsea

Program Description:

If your house is anything like our library, it has a shelf full of cookbooks – most of which are filled with dazzling photos of all kinds of food dishes. Some of them are mouth-watering to look at. We are giving you 24 hours to document a delicious dining experience through your eyes, from the way it’s prepared, to its presentation, to the way it is eaten. Pick up a disposable camera at the library. Photos will be posted in a special exhibit on the library web site. Registration required.
Basics:
Registration is Required

Try to limit numbers to 15 or 20

Buy 15 disposable cameras from local camera shop and work out a deal (lean on them about promoting locally)

Notify seniors when the galleries are on the library’s web page

You can use multiple themes, or make it more generic

Extras:

Make double copies of prints so patrons can keep copy
Marketing:
Newsletter, website, senior center and residential facilities, and don’t forget camera shop

I actually had the editor of the Ann Arbor News write an editorial pronouncing me a genius and wishing more libraries got in the business of “preserving our local heritage,” and encouraging libraries all over the country to follow my lead.  

Notes:

Meet with seniors at 10am to hand out the cameras and explain what is expected of them. They have 24 hours to take pictures of Chelsea as seen thru their eyes. Encourage them to be as original as possible. We don’t necessarily want pictures of their friends or office buildings. Be unique! Ask them to bring the cameras back the following day – Saturday and drop them off at the Adult Services desk. Be sure they put their name and contact information on the camera!

Once you have all of the cameras, take them back to camera shop for processing. What you want them to do is to process the film and then burn the images on a CD-Rom. Be sure they separate the pictures by the person’s last name. Once you have the images, you can then upload them to the library’s webpage and create a gallery for each teen.

What’s unique is how this program will capture local color. It gives people a chance to show local pride as well.

