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Wombats Trivia! 

1. What do you call a group of wombats?

2. How fast can a wombat run?

3. Wombats are native to which country?

4. Wombat poop is a particular shape. What is that shape and 
what purpose does the shape serve? 



GBH enriches people's lives through programs and services that educate, inspire, and 
entertain, fostering citizenship and culture, the joy of learning, and the power of diverse 

perspectives.
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Libraries and Public Media:
An Ideal Partnership
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Supporting early computational thinking 
across rural home and library settings



● Groundbreaking PBS KIDS multimedia initiative
● Targeting children ages 3-6 with foundational CT skills
● Show about community, family, and solving problems together
● Components:

○ Television episodes
○ Website with games
○ Podcast series
○ Resources for educators and caregivers
○ R&D initiatives

Work It Out Wombats! 
Overview





● Funded by a grant from the National 
Science Foundation.

● Create a motivating pathway through CT 
resources in a way that makes it easy and 
fun for rural families to explore CT.

● Create a new library model that leverages 
librarian’s enthusiasm to support family 
learning. 

● Generate and share research to inform 
the field. 

“WOrk It Out @ Your Library”
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The Library Working Group

● OCLC’s WebJunction, Public Library Association (PLA), Libraries 
Ready to Code, Association of Rural and Small Libraries (ARSL), 
practicing librarians and library workers, Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting (MPB).

● Met throughout the pandemic to iteratively develop this family 
outreach model for libraries.

● Ideal for all libraries that serve families with young children.



https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/waisl24-prek-overview/for-librarians-what-is-work-it-out-your-library/

https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/waisl24-prek-overview/for-librarians-what-is-work-it-out-your-library/


Preliminary Evidence of Impact

● Caregivers’ ratings of their child’s use of CT skills and 
mindsets while solving a problem increased significantly.

● The majority of caregivers demonstrated an increased 
understanding of CT as being related to problem solving.

● Two-thirds of caregivers were able to provide a CT-related 
example when asked how their child used what they learned 
from Wombats! in everyday life.



Work it out @ Your Library 

pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/

● Free collection of resources 
available on PBS LearningMedia 

● Includes library facilitator guides, 
presentation decks, student 
handouts, take-home family 
guides, tons of videos, and more!

http://pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/


PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Create, test, improve!



Step it out!



Find what matters!



Break it down!





https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/waisl34-prek-families/for-families-what-is-work-it-out-your-library/

https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/waisl34-prek-families/for-families-what-is-work-it-out-your-library/


CT Corner toolkit

Treeborhood Standee
Tabletop Signs Activity & Coloring Sheets



questions?

Feel free to email us with questions!
Mary Haggerty: mary_haggerty@wgbh.org

Nicki Sirianni: nicki_sirianni@wgbh.org

mailto:mary_haggerty@wgbh.org
mailto:nicki_sirianni@wghbh.org


Links to Resources
● To access to the entire Work It Out @ Your Library collection, 

visit: http://pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/

● To access the digital CT Corner Kit, visit: bit.ly/CTCorner

● To access digital games, videos, and activities for kids, visit: 
https://pbskids.org/wombats

● To access the Wombats podcast series, visit: 
https://pbskids.org/wombats/podcasts

http://pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/
http://bit.ly/CTCorner
https://pbskids.org/wombats
https://pbskids.org/wombats/podcasts
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