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SWITCHING IT UP!

CREATING A VIDEO GAME COLLECTION
FOR YOUR LIBRARY



• Why video games?
• Funding/resources
• Securing the collection
• Sustainability/the future



WHY VIDEO GAMES?

Games 
avai lable 

for 
checkout, 

Bil l ings 
Public 

Library

Photo credit:

Joe Lanning



• Access to popular, expensive materials
• Appeals to every age demographic
• Collection circulates extremely well
• All regardless of your library’s size



One more thing…



ALMONTE L IBRARY, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

DES MOINES PUBLIC L IBRARY, DES MOINES , IA

EAST BRUNSWICK PUBLIC L IBRARY, EAST BRUNSWICK, NJ

LARAMIE COUNTY L IBRARY, CHEYENNE, WY

LAWRENCE PUBLIC L IBRARY, LAWRENCE, KS

LEWIS  & CLARK L IBRARY, HELENA, MT

LOGAN L IBRARY, LOGAN, UT

PROVO L IBRARY, PROVO, UT

ROCHESTER PUBLIC L IBRARY, ROCHESTER, MN

UNION PUBLIC L IBRARY, UNION, NJ

YORBA L INDA PUBLIC L IBRARY, YORBA L INDA, CA



Yeah, but…



RESOURCES

• Console we started with
• Which games to purchase
• How much money will you need



Image: Three years later, the console wars are more confusing than ever 

https://arstechnica.com/gaming/2016/12/three-years-later-the-console-wars-are-more-confusing-than-ever/


h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i / L i s t _ o f _ b e s t -
s e l l i n g _ N i n t e n d o _ S w i t c h _ v i d e o _ g a m e s  

Entertainment 
Software 

Rating Board
www.esrb.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_Nintendo_Switch_video_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_Nintendo_Switch_video_games


h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g /w i k i / L i s t _o f _b e s
t - s e l l i n g _N i n t e ndo_Sw i t c h_v i d e o_g am e s  

h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g /w i k i / L i s t _ o f _ b
e s t - s e l l i n g _P l ay S t a t i o n _ 4 _v i d e o _g ame s  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_Nintendo_Switch_video_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_Nintendo_Switch_video_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_PlayStation_4_video_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_PlayStation_4_video_games


Perfect starter games for 
small Switch collection



I n i t i a l l y  purchased Swi tch  games , 
B i l l i ngs  Pub l i c  L ibrar y



ALA's  G ame s  an d  G amin g  

Rou n d  Tab le  (G ame RT )

• Nat ion a l  G amin g  Su r vey  –  

2024  

• G ame RT  G am e  On !  G rant  

(ap p ly  by  March  1 ,  2024)  

• On  Face b ook ,  Le ag u e  of  

L ib rar ian  G ame rs  -  ALA  

G ame RT

https://www.ala.org/rt/gamert
https://www.ala.org/rt/gamert
https://games.ala.org/national-gaming-survey-2024/
https://games.ala.org/national-gaming-survey-2024/
https://games.ala.org/game-on-grant/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LeagueOfLibrarianGamers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LeagueOfLibrarianGamers


Top Switch game circulations, 
Bi l l ings Public Library



SECURING THE COLLECTION

• Dummy case method
• Checkout/check-in process



Games avai lable for checkout, 
Bil l ings Public Library

Photo credit:

Joe Lanning



Switch game case and cartridge 
case , Bi l l ings Public Library

Photo credit:

Joe Lanning

Photo credit: Joe Lanning



Locking drawer with 
cartridge cases and holds, 

Billings Public LibraryPhoto credit:

Joe Lanning

Photo credit:

Joe Lanning



Cartr idge case , Logan Publ ic  L ibrar y, Logan UT

Photo credit: Logan Public Library, Logan UT



Billings Public Library, Switch 
Console, replacement parts 

pricing sheet 

Photo credit: Joe Lanning



Switch Console Agreement Form, 
Bil l ings Public Library

https://billingslibrary.org/DocumentCenter/View/8672


DEVASO carr y ing case for Nintendo Switch, 
amazon.com



Switch game case and 
cartridge

Bil l ings Public Library

Photo credit: Joe Lanning

Photo credit: Joe Lanning



Empty  c a se s  s i g n , 
B i l l i n g s  Pub l i c  

L i b r a r y

Photo credit: Joe Lanning



Current lost Switch titles, 
Billings Public Library



SUSTAINABILITY / THE FUTURE

• Expanding the collection
• Console checkouts
• Programming



• PlayStation 4/5

• XBOX One/X

• Nintendo DS??

"Immagine Playstation 5" by Gianlupisa1, CC-BY-SA-4.0

"Nintendo DS and stylus" by DreCube, CC-BY-SA-3.0-migrated

"Xbox series X" by epredator, CC-BY-2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Immagine_Playstation_5.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nintendo_DS_and_stylus_20060225.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Xbox_series_X_(50648118708).jpg


CONSOLE CHECKOUTS

Switch Console carrying case and 
console , Bi l l ings Public Library

Photo credit: Joe Lanning

Photo credit: Joe Lanning



h t t p s : / /w w w. dm p l . o r g / eve n t / n i n t e n do - sw i t ch -
t e e n - to u rn a me n t -m a r i o - k a r t - 8 - 0  

h t t p s : / / l i b r a r y. a u s t i n t e x a s . gov / eve n t s /ma r i o -
k a r t - 8 - de l u xe - to u rn a me n t  

https://www.dmpl.org/event/nintendo-switch-teen-tournament-mario-kart-8-0
https://www.dmpl.org/event/nintendo-switch-teen-tournament-mario-kart-8-0
https://library.austintexas.gov/events/mario-kart-8-deluxe-tournament
https://library.austintexas.gov/events/mario-kart-8-deluxe-tournament


JOE LANNING,
BILLINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY

(406)657-8294

LANNINGJ@BILLINGSMT.GOV
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