
Series Learner Guide
• Use on your own or with others, to extend 

your learning on the topic

• Tool for bringing this work to your library 

practice

• Increase motivation and set attainable goals 

• Connect your learning to practical application

• Customize with your own questions!
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“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”



Characteristics of Sustainable Libraries

✔ Strong & Authentic Institutions that Live Their Values Out Loud

✔ Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✔ Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions - GHG)

✔ Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



Definitions











“The Six Pillars”

Social, 
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tal Justice

Climate 
Education 
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Transition

Community 
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Natural 
Climate 

Solutions

https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/what-is-climate-justice/ 

https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/what-is-climate-justice/


Active

Sense of 
Purpose

Sense of 
Community

Less social 
isolation, 

anxiety and 
depression 

Social Cohesion & 
Civic Participation

Social Cohesion:
Respect, Empathy, and Understanding
Strength of Relationships
Sense of Solidarity 
Social Capital through Social Networks 

Civic Participation:
Voting
Volunteering 
Participating in Group Activities
Community Gardening 

https://health.gov/healthypeople 

https://health.gov/healthypeople


Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org

https://www.ala.org/tools/future/trends/collectiveimpact 

https://www.ala.org/tools/future/trends/collectiveimpact


https://ssir.org/articles/entry/collective_impact 

“…large-scale social change comes from 

better cross-sector coordination rather 

than from the isolated intervention of 

individual organizations.”

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/collective_impact
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/collective_impact
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Project ENCORE

Pratt Free Market
Amplified Voices Series



Jenny Garmon
Civic Engagement Specialist, Kansas City Public Library (MO)



• Voting

• Taxes

• Exchanges with elected officials

• Media and News Literacy

• Civic Tools
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