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Welcome!
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Position Paper

https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/School_Readiness_Position_Paper_WORKING_v2-2.pdf
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Created & Piloted
with 6 Libraries in CA

Toolkit Creation

Brought to you by…
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Toolkit Goals

• Provide research-based strategies to
support school readiness programming

• Enhance library’s work with children
(ages 0–8 yrs.) and their families

• Provide a variety of resources so libraries
can pick and choose the ones that are right
for their community

“I think to not be 
interested in school 
readiness is to be closing 
our eyes to what our 
community needs.”

Photo: Bay Area Discovery Museum, used with permission



BayAreaDiscoveryMuseum

Position Paper Promising Practices Guide

Toolkit Resources

https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Promising-Practices-Booklet-2021_FINAL-1.pdf
https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/School_Readiness_Position_Paper_WORKING_v2-2.pdf
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Toolkit Aligned with 6 Key Findings
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Family resources are available in 6 languages:

o English
o Spanish (US)
o Simplified Chinese 
o Vietnamese
o Tagalog
o Farsi

Most resources are organized by age group:

o Babies (0-18 mos.)
o Toddlers (18 mos.-3 yrs.)
o Preschoolers (3-5 yrs.)
o Early Elementary (5-8 yrs.)

Highlights

Photo: Bay Area Discovery Museum, used with permission
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Posters
(Available in 3 sizes)

Resources to use or share with patrons

Bookmarks (24)

Flyers (4)

Time to Try
Math Activities (25)

(Cards & Signs)

Social Media (96)
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Resources for Library Staff

Case Studies (4) Program Surveys (2)Talking Points
Program Planning

and Reflection
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IMLS GRANT 2019-2022

Disseminated the Reimagining School Readiness Toolkit to 19 States!
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Kate Greene Smith
Youth Services & Special Projects Coordinator
TN State Library & Archives

Co-conspirators:

Nikki Branam-Snyder                                   Jenny Gillihan
Assistant Director            Regional Director

Ocoee River Regional Library          Obion River Regional Library

Reimagining Tennessee
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Implementation in Tennessee

Photo courtesy of Jenny Gillihan, Obion River Regional Library Director



BayAreaDiscoveryMuseum

Major Successes

Photo courtesy of Jenny Gillihan, Obion River Regional Library Director
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Photo courtesy of Jenny Gillihan, Obion River Regional Library Director

Librarian Feedback
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Photo courtesy of Jenny Gillihan, Obion River Regional Library Director

Challenges
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Using the Reimagining School Readiness Toolkit in Ohio

Photo Credits: The Lane Libraries, The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County, Stark Library

Julia Shaheen
Literacy Manager
Stark Library

Co-Trainers:

Celeste Swanson

Youth Services Coordinator, 
The Lane Libraries

Pam Brockway

Programming & Youth Services Manager

Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County

Penelope Shumaker

Library Consultant,

State Library of Ohio
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• Talk and Play

• Science and Math

• Body and Brain

Photo Credits: The Lane Libraries, The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County

Storytime at the Library!
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• Play-based

• Hands-On Exploration

• Child Led

• Creativity

• Open-Ended

• Problem-Solving

Photo Credits: The Lane Libraries, The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County, Stark Library

Programs at the Library!
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• Caregiver/Child Engagement

• Tips for Caregivers

• Conversation Starters

• Play-based

Photo Credits: The Lane Libraries, The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County

Passive Activities at the Library!
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• Growth mindset

• Open-Ended

• Reading

• Adult-Child Interactions

• Teamwork

• Play-based

• Critical Thinking

Photo Credits: Stark Library

Outreach with the Library!
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22

• Librarians and Library Staff

• Early Childhood Educators

• Elementary Educators

Photo Credits: State Library of Ohio, Stark Library

Workshops at the Library!
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Questions?

Toolkit available for free:

https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.org/school-
community/resources/school-readiness-toolkit/

Sign up to receive 12 monthly emails with tips 
on how to use the Toolkit in your library:

https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.activehosted.com/f/54

https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.activehosted.com/f/54
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Thank you!

Michelle Randall, PhD
Head of Research and Evaluation
Bay Area Discovery Museum
mrandall@badm.org

Kate Greene Smith
Youth Services & Special Projects Coordinator
TN State Library & Archives
kate.smith@tn.gov

Julia Shaheen
Literacy Manager & RSR Trainer
Stark Library, Ohio
jshaheen@starklibrary.org

mailto:mrandall@badm.org
mailto:kate.smith@tn.gov
mailto:jshaheen@starklibrary.org
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