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“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/SustainabilityInLibraries_Briefing_Final_April2022.pdf 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/SustainabilityInLibraries_Briefing_Final_April2022.pdf


Characteristics of Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)











Climate Justice
Climate Justice = Social + Economic + Environmental Justice 





“The Six Pillars”

Social, Racial, 
and 

Environmental 
Justice

Climate 
Education and 
Engagement

Indigenous 
Climate Action

Just Transition

Community 
Resilience and 

Adaptation

Natural 
Climate 

Solutions

https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/what-is-climate-justice/ 

https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://centerclimatejustice.universityofcalifornia.edu/what-is-climate-justice/


https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2213250 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2213250


Climate Education and Engagement

Youth Climate Summit, Tupper Lake (NY)

• Education based on climate 
science.

• Goal: effectively conveying 
why viewing climate change 
from a social justice and 
equity perspective is our best 
hope for solving the climate 
crisis.



Indigenous 
Climate Action

• Connect with Indigenous 

knowledge keepers, water 

protectors and land defenders.

• “…some of the most effective 

climate solutions are created at 

the convergence of Indigenous 

knowledge and western 

science…”



Just Transition Framework



https://climatejusticealliance.org/how-we-work/ 

https://climatejusticealliance.org/how-we-work/


✓ Advancing ecological restoration

✓ Democratizing communities, wealth and the workplace

✓ Driving racial justice and social equity

✓ Relocalizing most production and consumption

✓ Retaining and restoring cultures and traditions 

Five Just Transition Principles

https://movementgeneration.org/justtransition/ 

https://movementgeneration.org/justtransition/


Transition is inevitable. 

Justice is not. 



Community Resilience and Adaptation

See “Climate Action Planning (Part 2)”



https://toolkit.climate.gov/ 

https://toolkit.climate.gov/


Active

Sense of 
Purpose

Sense of 
Community

Less social 
isolation, 

anxiety and 
depression 

Social Cohesion & 
Civic Participation

Social Cohesion:
Respect, Empathy, and Understanding
Strength of Relationships
Sense of Solidarity 
Social Capital through Social Networks 

Civic Participation:
Voting
Volunteering 
Participating in Group Activities
Community Gardening 

https://health.gov/healthypeople 

https://health.gov/healthypeople


Natural 
Climate 
Solutions

• Regenerative farming

• Agroforestry

• Permaculture

• Urban gardens

• Forest restoration

Urban Farming program through BKLYN Incubator, 
a program of the Brooklyn Public Library (NY)



Libraries as 
Climate Justice 
Catalysts

• Focus on “Local”

• Working Together 

• Focus on Diversity

• Help All Be Heard

https://worldcat.org/en/title/1023861038 

https://worldcat.org/en/title/1023861038


Think like a 21st Century Economist

1. Change the Goal

2. See the Big Picture

3. Nurture Human Nature

4. Get Savvy with Systems

5. Design to Distribute

6. Create to Regenerate 

7. Be Agnostic about Growth

https://scholarship.rollins.edu/as_facpub/252/

https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=as_facpub
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/as_facpub/252/
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Michaela Porta
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Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org 

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/




• November 28: Living Our Values Out Loud: Programs that Walk the Talk

• December 13: Stronger Together: Collective Impact and Climate Action Programming

Next up…

Mandi Goodsett & Evan Meszardos, authors of 
the chapter “Sustainable Event Planning for 
Libraries and Library Organizations,” in Libraries 
& Sustainability: Programs and Practices for 
Community Impact  

Hazel Onsrud, 
Adult Services Librarian, 
Curtis Memorial Library (ME)
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