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“Heat stress linked to the climate crisis will cause 

38,000 extra deaths a year worldwide 

between 2030 and 2050. “



1.2 billion
Predicted number of climate refugees by 2050



The climate crisis will 

profoundly affect the health 

of every child alive today.



“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/SustainabilityInLibraries_Briefing_Final_April2022.pdf 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/SustainabilityInLibraries_Briefing_Final_April2022.pdf




Sustainability = Core Value 

https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2019/05/ala-adding-sustainability-core-value-librarianship 

https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2019/05/ala-adding-sustainability-core-value-librarianship


Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org

https://www.ala.org/tools/future/trends/collectiveimpact 

https://www.ala.org/tools/future/trends/collectiveimpact


Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Libraries 
as Sustainability Leaders













Climate Change Mitigation
Decarbonize = Reduce Greenhouse Gas (GhG) Emissions







Hendrick Hudson Free Library
1st library in the country to be certified under the Sustainable Library Certification Program 



San Diego County Library
1st library in California to join the Sustainable Library Certification Program

Zero-Net Energy Facility Opened March 28, 2023

San Diego County Library, Lakeside Branch

⚫ Both Bookmobiles have been upgraded to electric 

vehicles (EVs). 

⚫ In 2023, all 33 branches of the San Diego Public 

Library will have Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging 

Stations installed. 



Concord Free Library

Sustainability Plan

https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf 

https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf


Climate Change Adaptation
Building Community Resilience



#1: Identify Your 

Region’s Vulnerabilities

• Drought/Heat Wave

• Flooding

• Hail

• Hurricane

• Tornado Outbreak

• Severe Weather

• Wildfire

• Winter Storm/Cold Wave

Image Source: National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA



Disaster Preparedness



https://www.climatecrew.org/resilience_hubs  

• Help educate residents about extreme weather 
preparedness and other impacts of climate change

• Help residents respond to extreme weather events 
through material assistance (e.g. heating/cooling centers)

https://www.climatecrew.org/resilience_hubs










https://www.libraryoflocal.org/ 

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities

https://www.libraryoflocal.org/


Climate Justice
Climate Justice = Social + Economic + Environmental Justice 



“A natural disaster is always a 

human-made disaster because 

social conditions determine who 

is most vulnerable and because 

the meaning of any disaster is 

culturally negotiated.”

-Ann E. Larabee in her review of Heat Wave



https://worldcat.org/en/title/1356749953 https://worldcat.org/en/title/1263022674 

https://worldcat.org/en/title/1356749953
https://worldcat.org/en/title/1263022674


https://www.kateraworth.com/



Mindset shifts do not happen overnight. 







Kotter, John P. (May 1995), Leading Change: Why Transformation Efforts Fail, Harvard Business Review



https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/


Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Characteristics of Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/


https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/


Next up…

• August 16: Climate Action Planning (Part 1): An Introduction

• September 26: Climate Action Planning (Part 2) Disaster Preparedness and 

Community Resilience

• October 3: Climate Justice

• November 28: Living Our Values Out Loud: Programs that Walk the Talk

• December 13: Stronger Together: Collective Impact and Climate Action 

Programming

oc.lc/sustainable-libraries

https://oc.lc/sustainable-libraries


There is no shortage of ideas. 

What we are lacking is urgency.
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