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Kian Flynn

Who I Am



Democracy Dawgs

Work Related to Voter & Civic Engagement at the Library



“The Problem”

Voter Turnout in U.S. Elections
(Percentage of Voting-Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2020

66.8%
2022

52.2%



“The Problem”

Nearly half of the voting eligible population
did not vote in the last midterm election

One-third of the voting eligible population
did not vote in the last general election



“The Problem”

Voter Turnout in 2022 U.S. Midterm Election
(Percentage of Voting-Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Age: 18-24

27.6%
Age: 65-74

68.0%



“The Problem”

Voter Turnout by Family Income in 2022 U.S. Midterm Election
(Percentage of Voting-Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Under $10k

28.6%
Over $150k

68.3%



“The Problem”

Reasons for Not Voting in 2022 U.S. Midterm Election
(Percentage of Voting-Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Too Busy

26.5%
Not Interested

17.6%
Forgot to Vote

7.8%



“The Problem”

Reason for Not Voting: “Too Busy”
(Percentage of Those Not Voting in Given Election)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2016

14.3%
2018

26.9%
2022

26.5%
2020

13.0%



Democracy Dawgs

University of Washington's Democracy Dawgs

Democracy Dawgs

• Our Need
• Our Coalition
• Our Events
• Our Goals



GODORT's Voting & Election Toolkits

• The Idea
• The Resource
• The Upkeep



GODORT Emerging Leaders – Class of 2023

Project: Library Communities Vote

Tasked With: Create a template that can be modified to fit individual library needs 
and provide relevant and accurate information about voter registration and voting 
for their community members.

Sponsored By: GODORT and SRRT (Social Responsibilities Round Table)



https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/08/30/college-student-voting-midterms/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/08/30/college-student-voting-midterms/


Stay Connected

Kian Flynn
University of Washington Libraries
Geography & Global Studies Librarian
GODORT Chair

CONTACT:
flynnk7@uw.edu

mailto:flynnk7@uw.edu


Who We Are and What We Do

Lauren Clossey
Continuing 
Education
Consultant

Lynda Reynolds
Acting Director 
Library 
Development, 
Public Library 
Management 
Consultant

The Library Development section helps North Carolina Libraries serve their 
communities by providing consulting services, supporting continuing education 
opportunities, and administering grant programs and Aid to Public Libraries fund.



State Library of North Carolina NVRD Initiative

•NVRD Toolkit

•Promotional video

•ALA tracked registrations

•Connecting with libraries

•Follow up surveys
https://bit.ly/NVRDvideo

https://bit.ly/NVRDtoolkit
https://bit.ly/NVRDvideo


NVRD 

Toolkit

Website



More NVRD 
Resources



North Carolina 
Voter Engagement
Resources



Our Results

Photo courtesy of Hertford County Library 
(Albemarle Regional Library System)

104 North Carolina libraries registered since 2020 
including public, community college and 
academic libraries

250+ voters registered or updated registration
(that’s just those reported to us)

North Carolina listed in top 5 states for 2020 
NVRD partners



Library Success Stories

• First-time voters

• Library creativity

• Engagement opportunities

• Forging partnerships

Wilkes Community College NVRD registration. 
Photo courtesy of Northwestern Regional Library System



Key Takeaways

NVRD swag

Local and state resources

Information overload

Encourage partnerships

Photo courtesy of Elkin Public Library (Northwestern Regional Library System)



The vote is precious. It is the 

most powerful non-violent tool 

we have in a democratic society, 

and we must use it.
- John Lewis



STAY CONNECTED

lynda.reynolds@ncdcr.gov

(919) 814-6793

Public Library Management Consultant

Lynda Reynolds

Lauren Clossey
Continuing Education Consultant

lauren.clossey@ncdcr.gov

(919) 814-6791
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Photo credit: Anna Snyder

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
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Photo credit: Anna Snyder

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
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NVRD Sample Social Media 

Photo credit: Anna Snyder

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/


Photo credits: Anna Snyder

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
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NVRD Sample Social Media 

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
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NVRD Sample Social Media 

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/


NVRD Sample Social Media 

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/national-voter-registration-day-sample-social-media/
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