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Presentation Objectives
• Understand what’s on these websites and how you can use them

• Adirondack Community: Capturing, Retaining, and Communicating the 
Stories of Who We Are  (www.myadirondackstory.org)

• OurStoryBridge: Connecting the Past and the Present 
(www.ourstorybridge.org)

• Be inspired to explore the Teacher’s Guide contained on both websites so that 
you have a resource to use and share with students and teachers

• Recognize how you can help communicate and improve the projects 

Be Our Voice!

http://www.myadirondackstory.org/
http://www.ourstorybridge.org/


Go to www.myadirondackstory.org



ABOUT THE TOWN OF KEENE

• Marked on maps as uninhabitable before the late 1800s when America’s industrialists built 
their “Great Camps” and then railroads to provide access

• Part of the six million-acre Adirondack Park declared “forever wild” by the NYS Constitution in 
1894

• Near Lake Placid, host of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympics; 46 “High Peaks” over 4,000’

• Town population 1,100 with one central school of 160 students

• Year-round population struggles financially, usually with multiple jobs; 38% of students are 
labeled disadvantaged; similar issues as other poor, rural communities

• Descendants of original summer folk still come, plus a year-round retired population

• Population skews old

• Educated and culturally rich community with a unique history

• Keene Valley Library hosts the story projects and “creates community”



Go to www.myadirondackstory.org



www.myadirondackstory.org

http://www.myadirondackstory.org/
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www.myadirondackstory.org

Who Was That??? 

http://www.myadirondackstory.org/
https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/593def99a0204b74a12e293672d4d906/


Black Lives 

Matter

• Unique Outdoor Experiences
• Adirondack 46ers
• Black Lives Matter
• COVID-19
• KCS 8th Graders
• Work, Part 1
• Legacy
• Hiking Stories

• Social Justice & Social Change
• Catastrophes & Community 

Reaction: Part I, Water
• Catastrophes & Community 

Reaction: Part II, Fire & Mountains
• Tropical Storm Irene Parts 1 & 2
• Famous People Here in the Town 

of Keene, Parts 1 & 2

https://www.myadirondackstory.org/podcasts

https://www.myadirondackstory.org/podcasts


THE NUMBERS TODAY

9

In chat: 

Guess how many stories have we collected since June 2019!?



Four 2018 focus 
groups with 31 

participants created 
the categories, 
150 names of 

storytellers in initial 
worksheet

4,500+ Unique 
Users,

450 follow the 
Facebook page, 

300+ in storyteller 
worksheet, 1,300+ 

have listened to 
podcasts

200+ stories 
in the eight 
categories,

posted once, 
twice, or 

three times

Changed to more 
computers than 

mobile devices in 
the pandemic, 
maybe because 
more librarians 

are aware

At first, almost all came 
directly to

myadirondackstory.org, 
but after beginning a 

Facebook page, 
boosting it regionally, 

and starting 
OurStoryBridge, new 
users grew from it

Most viewed 
categories are 

People, Outdoor 
Activities, and 
Catastrophes

(inspired by the 
pandemic)

200+ Stories!!!!



MARKETING

Press Releases & 
Public Relations

Marketing 
Plan and 

Boilerplate
Posters  & Banner

Community Events

Business Cards
Posted on e-

Newsletters and 
Listservs

Emails to 
Storytellers and 

Potential 
Storytellers

Placement of 
Articles

Adirondack Community 
Story Project

QR Code

https://www.facebook.com/OurStoryBridge












WHAT'S EXCITING ABOUT 
ADIRONDACK COMMUNITY?

• We have surpassed the 200-story milestone!

• Storytellers hard to recruit at first; telling a story starts with nervousness, then leads to joy, 
and more stories from the storytellers, then sharing that enthusiasm with neighbors so 
they tell their stories. 

• The whole town is talking (as is the media): school, family dinner tables, on the street, 
events, etc.

• In the pandemic, listeners have doubled, hopefully finding comfort in the continued 
resilience of the community; we have also created a record of life during this crisis

• Themes like social justice and social change, the community working together in crisis, 
aging here (especially women), the legacies that have been left, and the uniqueness of the 
area keep reappearing. Black Lives Matter stories, in a very white population, have been 
especially popular.

It’s clear that young and old don’t know who lives here, have lived 
here, and have been here!



MEASUREMENT AGAINST GOALS

• Goal #1: Capture stories before the storytellers are gone

• About 2/3 of storytellers are over 65

• The most elderly living here now and those who have come 
back to tell stories are involved, with plans for others we have 
identified 

• Goal #2: Get students involved and proud of their 
community, helping to prepare them whether they move 
away or come back

• Grades 8-12 have had school lessons on the project, check the 
website, and are genuinely surprised about what they are 
hearing, the first step! 

• The pandemic has reduced ability to get stories from 
students, but the Teacher’s Guide is increasing classroom use 
and stories from students

Goals by Nick Youngson is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0

Posted on a website that appeals to 

young and old!

https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/g/goals.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Go to www.myadirondackstory.org to listen!



www.ourstorybridge.org



What Is OurStoryBridge?
• Free resource and tool kit for producing a crowdsourced, 

community, online story project emphasizing audio history 
collecting and sharing
• Based on the Keene Valley Library’s Adirondack Community model, 

www.ourstorybridge.org, adaptable for any community or topics

• With a commitment to help each community one-on-one!

• Especially during this pandemic, free online resources of interest 
to all generations take on unique importance

http://www.ourstorybridge.org/


Adirondack Community OurStoryBridge

• Initially funded by seed grants 
(Cloudsplitter and Adirondack 
Foundations)

• Currently seeking larger grants to 
hire staff

• Costs of your OurStoryBridge
projects are outlined in the User 
Guide

• Initially funded by grants 
• Community members stepped up 

to assure the future
• Part-time jobs created in the 

community

Leadership of both is supplied on a volunteer basis

The $ Question…

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 US

http://www.aspectofthehare.net/2015/08/pikes-gold-making-guide-for-people-who-suck-at-making-gold.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


The Tool Kit

Plus, free 
technical 
assistance as 
you begin!



https://www.ourstorybridge.org/tool-kit

https://www.ourstorybridge.org/tool-kit


How-To 
Videos

How to Use 
the Story Log

How to Use 
the 

Storyteller 
Worksheet

How to 
Create Story 

Requests

How to Use 
Story Booth 

Mode to 
Collect 
Stories

How to 
Collect Self-

recorded 
Stories

How to 
Recruit 

Storytellers

How to Get 
the Best 

Stories by 
Preparing 

Storytellers

How to 
Generate 
Links and 

Embed Codes

How to Post 
Stories in 
Strikingly

How to Add 
Photos and 

Publish 
Stories 

https://youtu.be/Ic3xrGQCE54

The OurStoryBridge User Guide 
links to How-To Videos that provide 
examples and templates to design 
your story project and are also 
posted on the website

https://youtu.be/Ic3xrGQCE54


Sample Documents

• The OurStoryBridge User Guide links 
to Sample Documents that provide 
examples and templates to design 
your story project

• They are also posted on the website



https://youtu.be/sMT-9MoWkeU

https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why

https://youtu.be/sMT-9MoWkeU
https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why


OurStoryBridge: Why? 
• Appreciate the history that shaped your community, that helps 

make it what it is today and what it can become tomorrow.

• Create closer bonds between residents and promote 
connections that lead to neighborly acts of kindness, 
assistance and support in times of need.

• Preserve stories that may be lost if not recorded soon and 
honor the legacies of your older generations by capturing their 
stories in their own words.

• Engage the younger generations and encourage them to 
remain in or return to their home community after high 
school, college, trade school, or any number of life’s 
adventures.

• Educate residents and visitors of all ages and inspire them to 
become contributing members of your community.

• Celebrate what makes your community unique, perhaps even 
famous.

“I love this project and think of it 
as a balm and a community 
builder for our times, an amazing 
educational resource, carrying 
rich historical value.”
— Janelle

See Testimonials: https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why

https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why


OurStoryBridge: Why? 
• Attract new residents and visitors.

• Reveal pockets of rich histories and connections heretofore 
unknown or not widely known. 

• Acknowledge the catastrophes, tragedies, or difficult 
challenges that shape your community.

• Appreciate how the geography and the economics of your 
area impact how your community members live.

• Unravel the puzzle of how and why street or place names, 
stores, clubs, and other institutions came to be. 

• Re-ignite a passion for your community archives and/or 
previously recorded oral histories by translating some onto 
this new digital platform. 

• Meet your audience where they are: online!

“The story project keeps the history of our 

small town alive and accessible. The older 

residents of the town have recorded 

eyewitness accounts of important events 

that happened 60, 70 years ago, and 

memories of the people who were born in 

the 1800s. The younger ones have 

memorialized more recent ones, knowing 

themselves to be links in the chain of 

generations that bind this community 

together.” — Henrietta

See Testimonials: https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why

https://www.ourstorybridge.org/why


Marketing
• Presentations to librarians and 

to teachers

• OurStoryBridge Facebook page

• Press releases

• e-Newsletter

• Networking

• Logo use by new story projects

• Blog posts and articles for e-
newsletters This Photo by Wasi ahmed02 is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Astore_Marketing_Plan.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Debby Carter, Assistant Librarian 
at the Tremonton City Library in 
the Bear River Valley of Utah

Our Bear River Valley Stories: Our 
Heritage in Story at 
www.ourbrvstories.org

Photo used with permission from Tremonton City Library



Tremonton City Public Library’s 
OurStoryBridge Journey

• We saw the ad for the OurStoryBridge
release presentation at the virtual 
annual meeting of the Association for 
Rural and Small Libraries on 
September 29, 2020 and “knew in our 
hearts” that this was for us

• Checked the website and contacted 
OurStoryBridge afterwards

• Applied for a grant

• The Tool Kit made it accessible and 
easy; no need to reinvent the wheel, 
just used the Tool Kit

Tremonton City Library in the Bear River Valley of Utah 
is the 1st library to use the OurStoryBridge model!



Today: The Bear River Valley 
OurStoryBridge

• Website released on January 27, 2021

• Currently 32 stories

• COVID was a challenge, but we knew 
that everyone has a story and it’s 
important --- that focus kept us on 
track

• The impact on our future generations 
drives us further

• If I can follow your directions, anyone 
can; it was easy!

• Remember that all of you have stories 
to tell!!!!



Across the miles, connecting our stories, past, 
present, and future…

https://www.ourbrvstories.org/

https://www.ourbrvstories.org/


Listen to a Story from the Bear River Valley

https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/d7ab4ce098184f7c816310b2aa8b40cf/

https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/d7ab4ce098184f7c816310b2aa8b40cf/


Stories Projects Connect Us!

• Did you notice? Hunsaker in both story projects? A coincidence?

• We noticed that the Adirondack Community Charles Lindbergh story 
took place at the Jerome C. Hunsaker home in the Town of Keene, 
New York

• Then ten of the first Bear River Valley, Utah stories were told by 
Hunsakers

• Further research in Keene with Hunsaker descendants and in the Bear 
River Valley revealed that Jerome C. Hunsaker’s ancestor Abraham 
Hunsaker (1812- 1889) and his wife Eliza left NY with Joseph Smith, 
founder of the Church of Latter Day Saints, then continued with 
Brigham Young after Smith was killed for his beliefs, and together they 
traveled West in covered wagons to start the church’s settlement in 
Utah

• The Bear River Valley storytellers are Abraham’s descendants and 
related to the Keene Hunsakers!



AJ Gooden 
Supervisor, Igiugig Tribal Library, Alaska

Photo used with permission from the Igiugig Village Council https://www.igiugig.com/

https://www.igiugig.com/


Igiugig Tribal Library

Photos used with permission from the Igiugig Village Council and AJ Gooden 

https://www.igiugig.com/


Why OurStoryBridge?
“We grow stronger when we 
share our stories.”

-AlexAnna Salmon, Igiugig Village Tribal 
Council President

• Preserve local knowledge and stories
• Strengthen community as it connects 

residents of all ages
• Highlight the value of small and rural 

places 
• Create opportunity for increased 

understanding across cultures and 
communities 

Photo used with permission from the Igiugig Village Council

https://www.igiugig.com/


Niraqutaq Qallemcinek Website In Progress!
“Bridge of Stories”

• Story Aide trained and 
collection began in July 2021

• Goal: story/week

• Translation into local language 
will take additional time

Photos used with permission from the Igiugig Village Council and AJ Gooden 

https://www.igiugig.com/


How Can You Get Started?

• Contact OurStoryBridge for outstanding, 
free support!!!

• Read the User Guide on 
www.ourstorybridge.org

• Approach your Village Council, library, or 
governing body for support

• Apply for grants

Photo used with permission by AJ Gooden 



What We’ve Learned So Far from the Community

• There is so much good in the 
world (generosity of spirit)!

• Storytelling makes the world a 
better place!



Go to myadirondackstory.org



www.ourstorybridge.org



https://www.myadirondackstory.org/teacher-s-guide

https://www.myadirondackstory.org/teacher-s-guide


• What is the Teacher’s Guide?

• How can I use Adirondack 
Community stories and podcasts in 
my classroom?

• Why should I use these stories in my 
classroom? What do they add to 
current resources?

• What is Adirondack Community: 
Capturing, Retaining, and 
Communicating the Stories of Who 
We Are

• Who told these stories?



Story Summaries

• Brief synopsis of each Adirondack 
Community story with the story number, 
title, and storyteller, plus soon, direct links

• All  stories are relevant for middle and 
high school classes

• Codes for elementary school, college 
classes, and additional categories are 
included

• As other OurStoryBridge projects come 
online, their stories will be added
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Chart focuses on middle and high school courses, but other levels can be 
found in the Story Summaries.



Why Use the Stories? 

• Meet students in the media that compels them

• Create closer bonds and community connections

• Introduce a topic, demonstrate a concept, or stimulate 
discussion, making your classes appealing and 
memorable

• Engage the younger generations with their community's 
rich history

• Increase civic engagement of all community members

• Celebrate what makes your community special

• Reveal people, stories, and unique anecdotes not 
widely known

Use these continually updated 

stories and podcasts from 

www.myadirondackstory.org by 

assigning stories relevant to a 

lesson as homework, playing 

them in the classroom, or 

suggesting them for activities or 

projects

http://www.myadirondackstory.org/


OurStoryBridge: What’s Next?
• Continuing the public relations and 

marketing program

• Staying connected with an e-newsletter 
and Facebook pages

• Providing free one-on-one assistance to 
interested communities

• Generating funding for OurStoryBridge
to help communities as they begin 
their story projects

• Testing and improving the tools and 
resources

• Presenting to librarians, teachers, 
museums, historical societies, 
archivists, and other organizations 
• Create awareness of the free resources 

• Generate interest in starting 
OurStoryBridge projects and using the 
stories with students

• Creating a focused ten-year growth 
plan

• Promoting and expanding the 
Teacher’s Guide

• Building partnerships to help us grow



If You or Someone You Know is Interested in 
a Local Story Project…

Check out
www.myadirondackstory.org 
www.ourstorybridge.org

Listen to a few stories 
found on either

Review the Tool Kit 
and other resources

Fill out the form on the 
OurStoryBridge website or email 
createyourstoryproject@gmail.com



How can 
you use the 

stories?

Be Our Voice!
• Guide others to OurStoryBridge if you 

think they are interested in starting a 
story project

• Show patrons, especially students, 
Adirondack Community and the other 
websites so they can hear the stories and 
podcasts

• Introduce local teachers to the 
Adirondack Community and other stories 
to use in their classrooms, using the 
Teacher’s Guide

• Put links on library/school library/other 
resource pages

• Volunteer to review the resources or help 
us grow OurStoryBridge

• Follow and Like the Adirondack Community 
Story Project and OurStoryBridge Facebook 
pages

• Send names and email addresses for the e-
newsletter

• Suggest grant and other funding sources



Questions? 

Contact us:
createyourstoryproject@gmail.com

www.myadirondackstory.org    www.ourstorybridge.org
And now: www.ourbrvstories.org (Tremonton, UT) too!


