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Welcome Day-Spring 2020

One Step at a Time: 
How Libraries Can (and do!)

Promote Healthy, Thriving, and 
Livable Communities

Noah Lenstra   lenstra@uncg.edu  @NoahLenstra
Sign up for monthly newsletter at 
LetsMoveLibraries.org/Newsletter
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Roadmap

1. Introducing Placemaking

2. Making new and better places, one 

library at a time 

3. What could you do in your community?

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Image Courtesy Peter Wright, News Herald, Chalk the Walk a real community 

hit, 1 July 2020

https://www.news-herald.net/news/chalk-the-walk-a-real-community-hit/article_bfedef07-5355-5513-a644-aca97701ee58.html


Placemaking

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

placemaking
inspires people to 
collectively 
reimagine and 
reinvent public 
spaces

Image Courtesy Madison Public Library, Wild Rumpus: Flying, September 2018

http://librarymakers.blogspot.com/2018/09/wild-rumpus-flying.html


Placemaking & 
Public Health

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Image Courtesy Safe Routes Partnership and United States (US) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/community-strategies/beactive/visual-guide.html


Complete Streets

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

ñI think holding an awareness 

event like this at a public 

library is a great way to reach 

the people most affected by 

new transportation policies.ò

Debbie Kingsland, NJDOT 

Image Courtesy City of Hoboken Newsletter, November 2011

http://www.hobokennj.org/2011/11/complete-streets-awareness-event-at-hoboken-public-library/


Placemaking

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

ñWilton has a town culture that is looking for ways to improve 

the town, making it family-friendly, walkable, and connected 

and attractive to new business.ò ïPat Fickett Library Director

Images Courtesy WebJunction and the Wilton Public & Gregg Free Library

https://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/Topics/smart-spaces/wilton-gregg-library-story.pdf
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Re-imagine our spaces!

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Images Courtesy AARP and the St. Louis County Library

https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/getting-around/info-2014/aarp-walk-audit-tool-kit.html


History and culture

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Images Courtesy American Libraries and Iowa City Public Library

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/09/01/walking-history-library-sightseeing-tours/
https://dailyiowan.com/2019/10/07/iowa-city-public-library-hosted-a-mural-walk-to-showcase-some-of-the-areas-newest-artwork/


Why libraries?

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

We careabout 
walking and 

healthy 
communities!

Image Courtesy HeraldNet (Everett, Washington) 

https://www.heraldnet.com/life/americas-action-figure-librarian-walks-a-good-book-for-exercise/


LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Re-imaging our 
libraries as places 
made by and for 
our communities!!

Image Courtesy Shelby Harrell, The Mountaineer

https://www.themountaineer.com/life/come-help-the-friends-of-the-library-beautify-the-grounds/article_448b651a-f849-11ea-8ee9-036772b47ab7.html


LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Get a little help from your friends!

Images Courtesy Onondaga County Public Library & Jim Lambert, Scotch Plains, NJ 

https://twitter.com/OCPL_CNY/status/1306967463549173762
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/scotch-plains-slash-fanwood/sections/giving-back/articles/union-catholic-s-isabela-allen-celebrates-grand-opening-of-her-story-stroll


LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Start Small and GROW!

Images Courtesy Curiosity City & Penn Yan Public Library

https://www.curiouscitydpw.com/storywalk


LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Do it downtown (in any season)!

Images Courtesy Downtown Middleton and the Cape Gazette

https://www.capegazette.com/article/storywalk-kicks-downtown-lewes-businesses/170592


Wrap-Up

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Images Courtesy Denver Public Library

What could you do?

Re-frame the issue: 

Who could you 

work with to 

transform your 

community?



LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Learn more



LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Read more

Libraries: The New Engine of Community 

Engagement and Walkable Neighborhood 

Advocacy, Noah Lenstra, America Walks blog

Take a StoryWalk Through Downtown with the 

Library, Noah Lenstra, WebJunction.org

Think Outside the Library with a Sidewalk Obstacle 

Course, Noah Lenstra, WebJunction.org

https://americawalks.org/make-america-a-great-place-to-walk-with-some-help-from-your-local-librarian/
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/StoryWalk-through-downtown.html
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/sidewalk-obstacle-course.html


ADVANCING SAFE, EQUITABLE, ACCESSIBLE, AND ENJOYABLE PLACES TO WALK AND MOVE BY GIVING  

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES THE RESOURCES TO EFFECTIVELY ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE

America Walks

2020



America Walks Today

Focuses on building local and state network of  

community change advocates

Cultivates stronger, more diverse partnerships

Asserts itself as a convener and leader in the national  

walking movement



Our Reach



Our Programs

The WalkingCollege

Community Change Grants  

Online Trainings and Webinars

National and Localized Walking Summits

Technical Assistance Work



The Walking College

The Walking College is a remote-

learning program that imparts fellows  

with the knowledge and skills they  

need to become leaders in creating  

stronger, more equitable, sustainable,  

and liveable communities

Over 6 months, fellows complete a  

series of modules. By the end of the  

program, they begin a blueprint for a  

series of short and longer term  

strategies to tackle an identified  

problem in their communities.



The program launched in 2014 and we've  

graduated about 130 Fellows so far.

amer icawa lk s.or g/w alk ingcol lege/


