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1. Introducing Placemaking

2. Making new and better places, one
library at a time

3. What could you do in your community?

- Teenspaint .
-~ sidewalk \N Q«\

" obstacle .
°Q \$
All participants will co u rse \'\b Lo
wear maslfs artd keep 0(\ “e : ' . .
6 ft of social distance \,a
Image Courtesy Peter erght News Herald Chalk the Walk a real community

hit, 1 July 2020
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https://www.news-herald.net/news/chalk-the-walk-a-real-community-hit/article_bfedef07-5355-5513-a644-aca97701ee58.html

- Wild Rumpus: Flying
Placemakinr

placemaking
INspires people to
collectively
reimagine and
reinvent public
spaces

Another really common play pattern, especially in Anji Play is leaping,
flying off of tall things, often onto a softened surface. Here are some
examples of jumping from this summer.

Image Courtesy Madison Public Library, Wild Rumpus: Flying, September 2018
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http://librarymakers.blogspot.com/2018/09/wild-rumpus-flying.html

The Community Preventive Services Task Force Recommendation for
Combined Built Environment Approaches to Increase Physical Activity

— b E

An activity-friendly route is one that is a direct and convenient connection with everyday destinations, offering protection from cars, or making it easy to cross
the street. Everyday destinations are places people can get to from where they live by walking, bicycling, or public transit. These destinations can include grocery
stores, schools, libraries, parks, restaurants, cultural and natural landmarks, or healthcare facilities. Below are six examples of connecting activity-friendly routes

Placemaking &
Public Health

to everyday destinations.
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For more information about the Community Preventive Services Task Force recommendation, visit
www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/physical-activity-built-environment-approaches
and www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/community-strategies

Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
National Center for Chronic
Disease Prevention and
Health Promotion
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Image Courtesy Safe Routes Partnership and United States (US) Centers for Disease Control and Prévention. "
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Activity-
Friendly Routes

Pedestrian, Bicycle, and
Transit Transportation
Systems

Protected Lane

(5)

Attractive Alley

(6)

Bus Stop
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https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/community-strategies/beactive/visual-guide.html

o
Complete Streets

Complete Streets Awareness Event at Hoboken Public Library

&
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W Tweet
M "MACH 5 people like this. Be the first of your friends

Hoboken, NJ - Wednesday, November 2nd, 2011

S f7¢

HOBOKEN
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

[nspiring minds since 1890

Nl think holding
event like this at a public

library Is a great way to reach

the people most affected by

new transportatio
Debbie Kingsland, NJDOT

Debbie Kingsland from the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs and
Hoboken Transportation and Parking Director lan Sacs will lead a Complete Streets Awareness Event at the Hoboken Public

Library on Thursday, November 3, 2011 from 6 to 8pm.

Image Courtesy City of Hoboken Newsletter, November 2011
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http://www.hobokennj.org/2011/11/complete-streets-awareness-event-at-hoboken-public-library/

]
Placemakiner

AWi |l ton has a town culture t
the town, making it family-friendly, walkable, and connected
and attracti ve itPaFickett\WwibréarylDirectore

Take a Walk Along the Story Trail

| iv.slwn hblrlf;grilllﬂ

The boards of the Story Trail follow the arc of the semi-circular path that leads up to the grand front entrance of the library.
According to Fickett, “The story trail was created to bring parents and caregivers onto the library grounds by creating an
opportunity to read a story together as they walk up the sidewalk.” The first book to be displayed is Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs by
Byron Barton; books will be changed periodically.

UNC

BEFORE THE CHANGES

Thinking Outside the Library
Tg Wlltqn brary |§)tl'g|?{1ly Sgn%{l SqacssPrOJe ay

part|0|pant to focus on their o r physical space for
active learning and community engagement. They
S &ready had a lot of success with STEM/STEAM

programming inside the library.

The town of Wilton was planning to create a new
Riverwalk Park across the street from the library as
part of a wider effort to make the community more
livable and convivial. A library outdoor space could be
a continuation of that.

“If we are visible outside of these walls and people
are having positive interactions, it is more likely
that they will make it a point to come to visit the

[inside] space as well.”
Stephanie Loiselle

Images Courtesy WebJunction and the Wilton Public & Gregg Free Library
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https://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/Topics/smart-spaces/wilton-gregg-library-story.pdf

TAGAT SY { O WALKABILITY

Reimagine our spaces of Your Nelghborhood

Wednesday, April 26 !
10:00a.m. ‘

AA R P Pa_rhcnpate ina 1 mile

guided walk to assess the

i safety for pedestrians i
wa I k A u_dlt your communit; L
Tﬂﬂl I{ It Presented in partnership

\with St. Louis County Older
"Resident Programs (CORP)
and Qasis.

@
% ® Rock Road Branch

@\ 10267 St. Charles Rock Road | St. Ann, MO 63074 | 314-994-3300

AARE .-

Lb‘ .: Program sites nccosstbl Upon two weeks' notice, accommeodations will ﬁ D b .
. . ora de abilities. Cal 3 994-3300
Images Courtesy AARP and the St. Louis County Library e e o persons i s ol 36 o vt v .
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https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/getting-around/info-2014/aarp-walk-audit-tool-kit.html

|. am American Libraries &
| @amlibraries

History and culture

Walking History: Library-led sightseeing tours bring local

stories to life bit.ly/2joW T
Iowa City Public Library hosted a mural walk ! e bitly 2loveTog

to showcase some of the area’s newest
artwork

Downtown Iowa City Director Thomas Agran led a crowd of over 50 people around
downtown Iowa City on a mural walk, showing that art can be beautiful, public, and easily

attainable.
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https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/09/01/walking-history-library-sightseeing-tours/
https://dailyiowan.com/2019/10/07/iowa-city-public-library-hosted-a-mural-walk-to-showcase-some-of-the-areas-newest-artwork/

. . “If | don't walk, it's really not a great day” - Seattle Public Library's Nancy
Why IlbrarleS? Pearl

"Last year, Pearl started combining her two greatest pleasures — reading and
walking."

We careabout
walking and
healthy
communities!

OV NN T

HERALDNET.COM

America’s action figure librarian walks a good book for exercise |
HeraldNet.com

Image Courtesy HeraldNet (Everett, Washington)
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https://www.heraldnet.com/life/americas-action-figure-librarian-walks-a-good-book-for-exercise/

Come help the Friends of the
Library beautify the grounds

By Shelby Harrell sharrell@themountaineer.com Sep 16,2020 %0

Reimaging our
libraries as places:
madeby and for

our communities!!

UNC : . : . .
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https://www.themountaineer.com/life/come-help-the-friends-of-the-library-beautify-the-grounds/article_448b651a-f849-11ea-8ee9-036772b47ab7.html

7% OCPL
s> £ @OCPL_CNY

Get a. Ilttle h@lp frOm your frlendS! A photo from the ribbon cutting for the new #StoryWalk

at Sunnycrest Park! ¢ K

The local Girl Scout troop worked very hard to put
together this StoryWalk after hearing Sam Washington of
@FoundationKia read "A Story about a Dog Named Kia"
at Paine Branch.

Union Catholic's Isabela Allen celebrates the opening of her "Story Stroll" at Jerseyland Park in Scotch Plains.

Credits: Jim Lambert

Images Courtesy Onondaga County Public Library & Jim Lambert, Scotch Plains, NJ 10:45 AM - Sep 18, 2020 - TweetDeck
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https://twitter.com/OCPL_CNY/status/1306967463549173762
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/scotch-plains-slash-fanwood/sections/giving-back/articles/union-catholic-s-isabela-allen-celebrates-grand-opening-of-her-story-stroll

Start Small and GROW

BUT, FREE STORYWALK!!

Given the challenges of supporting literacy in this year of social distancing, Curious City StoryWalks has teamed up with the
publisher Child’s Play and the StoryWalk sign holder provider Barking Dog Exhibits to create StoryWaIk sign files ava|lab|e free

for you to print and display. Register below to get the download link!

Featured Picture Book: Cat’s Colors by Airlie Anderson (Child’s Play)

Size: 24" W x 18" L

Number of Signs: 15

File Type: 15 individual high resolution PDF's

Companion Family Literacy Tool: The final sign invites readers to download a Picture

Book Play Activity for home literacy. You can see that activity here! )
Enjoy the story "Cat's Colors"

No Customization: While Curious City normally works with communities to customize : \ as you walk east on the Keuka
° v} Outlet Trail from the Cherry
Street entrance, just east of
downtown Penn Yan!
Free outdoor fun for all ages!

our other StoryWalks and build new ones, this free StoryWalk cannot be customized.
Copyright/Permission: The publisher Child’'s Play has waived the need for individual

permission. You are NOT violating copyright by using this signage. e FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
: THROUGH MONDAY,
Display Permission: Can be displayed for five years. Lgige s SEPTEMBER 28
PENN YAN AVAILABLE 9AM TO DUSK
Images Courtesy Curiosity City & Penn Yan Public Library puaucvuamnv EACH DAY
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https://www.curiouscitydpw.com/storywalk

Do it downtown (in any season®

StoryWalk kicks off at downtown Lewes busmesses

. <! Ul

MIDDLETON _
PUBLIC LIBRARY g MIDDLETON

Business Association

PRESENT A

PUZZLES is the first stop on the Lewes StoryWalk. Shown are organizers (l-r) Andrea Spuck, owner, PUZZLES; Betsy Reamer, Lewes Chamber of
Commerce; Jen Noonan, Lewes Public Library children’s librarian; and Tim Southerst, owner, PUZZLES, hanging the first StoryWalk poster at
PUZZLES on Front Street. Maps and scavenger hunts can be picked up in the brochure box outside the store.

December 1, 2018 .
Images Courtesy Downtown Middleton and the Cape Gazette
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https://www.capegazette.com/article/storywalk-kicks-downtown-lewes-businesses/170592

Wrap-Up

What could you do?

Re-frame the Issue:
Who could you

Work Wlth tO Ziueréhge.i:z;berIZ@‘ém !
transform your
community?

Images Courtesy Denver Public Library
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STORYWALK(R) AND SCAVENGER HUNT

RINGTOWN AREA LIBRARY, PENNSYLVANIA

How has this library supported
healthy living?

During the COVID-19 stay-at-
home order in Pennsylvania, the
Ringtown Area Library started
monthly scavenger hunts around
the community, relating to a
children’s story when possible

(green sheep for Mem Fox's Where

is the Green Sheep? and
strawberries for Don Wood's The Little Mouse, The Red Ripe Strawberry and the
Big Hungry Bear.) The library began offering StoryWalk(R) programming during

summer 2020, and in September 2020 unveiled the 4th StoryWalk(R) of the year

at a local farm'’s pumpkin patch, choosing Pumpkin Trouble by Jan Thomas.

What impacts have you seen this work have?

The scavenger hunts and StoryWalk(R) both provided no-contact, fun activities
that got families moving and kept them engaged with the library white it was
temporarily closed and/or after reopening but with limited services and capacity.
In addition to encouraging families to get out for a walk, these outreach efforts
brought awareness of our library to many people who rarely or never utilize
traditional library services. The library also believes that these activities led to an

increase in monetary donations to the library this year.

LEARN MORE >

Lessons learned: Don't be afraid to think

outside of the library! Lots can be done
using outdoor spaces to engage
communities in healthy living

programming.

Combine stories and literacy with
outdoor programming. Weave stories
into public space and you promote the
library, promote reading, and also
promote fun, active engagement in the

outdoors!

LetsMovelnLibraries.org



Read more
e America Walks @americawalks - Aug 26 2
WiLks @NoahLenstra thinks public libraries may be the most critically
underutilized partner in grassroots efforts to help make our communities
Libraries: The New Enqine of Communitv more walkable. After reading his awesome blog making the case, you
- might agree: americawalks.org/make-america-a... #Walkable #walking
Engagement and Walkable Neighborhood @LetsMoveLibrary

Advocacy, Noah Lenstra, America Walks blog

Take a StoryWalk Through Downtown with the L e

Library, Noah Lenstra, WebJunction.org e o

&l AN AWESOME
Ml PUBLIC LIBRARY!

Think Outside the Library with a Sidewalk Obstacle
Course, Noah Lenstra, WebJunction.org

7 UNC : . : . .
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https://americawalks.org/make-america-a-great-place-to-walk-with-some-help-from-your-local-librarian/
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/StoryWalk-through-downtown.html
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/sidewalk-obstacle-course.html

2020

America Walks

ADVANCING SAFE, EQUITABLE, ACCESSIBLE, AND ENJOYABLE PLACES TO WALKAND MOVE BY GIVING
PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES THERESOURCES TO EFFECTIVELY ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE




America Walks Today

@ Focuses on building local and state network of
community change advocates

@ Cultivates stronger, more diverse partnerships

@ Assertsitself as a convener and leader in the national
walking movement




Qur Reach
298

O-
O~ I\

N

, . . 117+ Walking 120+ Community Hundreds of
Network 18K+ online training
of 58K+ T College Fellows Change Grants local, state and
graduated in last awarded in last national allied

advocates last year . .
several years several years organizations




Our Programs

@® TheWalkingCollege

@ Community Change Grants

@ Online Trainings and Webinars

@ National and Localized Walking Summits

@ Technical Assistance Work




The Walking College is a remote-
learning program that imparts fellows
with the knowledge and skills they

need to become leaders in creating
stronger, more equitable, sustainable,
and liveable communities

Over 6 months, fellows complete a
series of modules. Bythe end of the
program, they begin a blueprint for a
series of short and longer term
strategies to tackle an identified
problem in their communities.




The program launched in 2014 and we've
graduated about 130 Fellows sofar.

americawalksorg/walkingcollege/



