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MEETING THE NEEDS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY

Collaborating can be POWERFUL

EACH ENTITY WILL HAVE 
GAPS AND RESOURCES



COFFEE BREAK

Meeting Example

As a public library we were able to 

offer a “coffee break” type meeting for 

the school administrators and 

librarians. 

--Provide the coffee, snacks (donuts) 

and tour of library resources both 

physical and virtual

Image: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



TEACHER IN-SERVICE DAY
• Bring handouts-rack cards

• Library marketing merchandise

• What Public Library can offer

to be a speaker or presenter for a 

teacher in-service day at your local school.

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



EXAMPLES OF HANDOUTS & FLYERS

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



EXAMPLES OF HANDOUTS & FLYERS

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



EXAMPLES OF HANDOUTS & FLYERS

THE ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NEITHER 

ENDORSES NOR SPONSORS THE ORGANIZATION 

OR ACTIVITY REPRESENTED IN THIS DOCUMENT.   

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THIS MATERIAL IS 

PROVIDED AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

School 

Disclaimer

Image: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



ONLINE DATABASES

Why duplicate license 

agreements?

$



TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES

Inform school librarians, teachers and 

administrators of the technology 

resources purchased by the public library.  

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS

All librarians have a very tight budget. The public 

library can help school librarians by purchasing books 

that would enhance the students’ education 

experience and mirror curriculum being taught in the 

schools.



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

All librarians have a very tight budget. The public 

library can help school librarians by purchasing 

materials that would enhance the students’ education 

experience.

Purchase STEM kits that go along with STEM curriculum

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



AFTER SCHOOL LITERACY 
& STEM PROGRAMMING

Public libraries provide 

programming that supplements 

what students are learning in the 

classroom. 

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



FAMILY PROGRAMMING

Public libraries provide opportunities for 

families to engage in programs and 

cultural events for free.

Weather Exhibit
Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



FAMILY PROGRAMMING
AND 

CULTURAL EVENTS

Public libraries provide opportunities for 

families to engage in programs and 

cultural events for free.

Somalian  Meet & Greet

Refugee Exhibit from MN

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



SCHOOL TOURS, CLASSROOM 
VISITS AND MEETING SPACE

Youth Services librarians can provide 

educational school tours of their library 

for field  trips, visit schools to promote 

public library events or services and 

provide “off campus” meeting space for 

school staff.

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



STEM DAY FIELD TRIP 
SOLUTION

This is an example of an event/field trip that 

was quite successful for everyone involved.

-Local Elementary Schools

-SD State Discovery Center

-K.O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



STEM DAY EXAMPLE

STEM kits from the 

SD Discovery Center

3rd graders at geometry kit 

3rd graders at bubble science kit 

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



STEM DAY FIELD TRIP 
SOLUTION

3rd graders at magnifying

science kit

3rd graders at terrarium science kit

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



STEM DAY CONTINUED

CSI Crime

Science Kit Construction Building Science Kit

Animal Tracks Science Kit

Images: used with permission from K. O. Lee Aberdeen Public Library



SUCCESS!

An average of 480 third graders came through the library throughout 3 days.

The public library created a “teacher’s lounge” for the 3rd grade teachers to have coffee and snacks 

throughout their stay.

The teachers observed the kids and the kits, decided which kit would fit into their curriculum for the rest 

of school.

Results: 

-teachers realized the kits were GREAT for classroom units

-over 480 3rd graders came to the public library and several parents later came to get their

children cards and participate in afterschool programming

-SD Discovery Center’s STEM kits are now being utilized by several schools

-School librarians met their goals of providing STEM related opportunities for students, beyond books.



COVID-19 CHALLENGE

How do we communicate, plan for future programs, etc.



DIGITAL RESOURCES



NON DIGITAL 
PROGRAMMING??



VIRTUAL SUMMER READING 
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