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Supercharge your storytimes to make a real
impact on childhood literacy

Saroj Ghoting + 03 January 2019 + Communi ty

“To an outsider, a library storytime can
seem deceptively simple— grab a
favorite book and ham it up. Use a
puppet, silly voices, and everyone will
have fun.

Storytimes are entertaining! But libraries
are in a unique position to connect with
families and their children from birth.

Skillful, thoughtful storytime practitioners
are key to the role libraries can play as
anchor institutions within a broader
community learning infrastructure.”

— Saroj Ghoting
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The learning place for libraries.

Your progress @

You already provide great storytimes.
Supercharge your practice to make them even better.

Getting Started / Module One / Module Two / Module Three / Module Four / Module Five / Module Six



What we’ve heard — Intentionality

“It's made me think more about why
| do what | do and has me thinking

more in-depth about what methods “...the more i_ntentiona_ll |

would benefit my audience more becom_e with m_corppratmg

than what feels like a ‘full-meal’ early Ilte_racy tips into my
storytime.” storytime, the more

parents want to talk to
N me afterward about
reading to their kids.”




What we’ve heard — Tools & Methods

Using the toolkits automatically adds in those
[early literacy] concepts in a very easy way.

| really like that Supercharged Storytimes encourages
only a couple early literacy concepts each storytime.

It forces me to slow down and be intentional about
how | craft storytimes as well as not overloading
myself and the participants.

L —




What we’ve heard — Equity Lens

“I want everyone to feel welcome

“Ralph’s talk inspired me and also and comfortable at our library.”
reminded me that this process is a
constant and active journey of: _\l
connecting with community members,
overcoming biases, building
relationships, and removing barriers.”

“...often we jump into programming

\l (with the best of intentions)
but miss the mark if we don't have
relationships with those we serve.”

—1—




‘ ’ I E W'S 2 Valuable Initiatives in Early Learning
that Work Successfully

W (D Information School

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

Project VIEWS2, a University of Washington Information School research
project was conceived in response to public librarians and library directors
across the state of Washington asking:

“How can we know whether the early literacy focus of our storytimes makes a
difference for the children’s learning to read successfully?”

http://views2.ischool.uw.edu/



‘ ’ I E W'S 2 Valuable Initiatives in Early Learning
that Work Successfully

W (D Information School

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

“An intentional focus on early literacy
content in public library storytimes can
increase the children’s early literacy

behaviors while at storytime.”

—VIEWS2 Research Team

Photo: Dr. Eliza Dresang on VIEWS2 website



http://views2.ischool.uw.edu/welcome-librarians-educators/

What is early literacy?

Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing before
they can actually read and write.

Photo: Mother and daughter playing at daycare; Getty Images


https://www.gettyimages.com/license/473249566
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Early Literacy Components

Oral Language - Foundation for all language

Phonological Awareness - Hearing smaller sounds in words
Print Awareness/Concepts - Knowing that print has meaning
Letter Knowledge - Exploring letters

Vocabulary — Knowing words

Background Knowledge - Prior knowledge about the world

— Conceptual Thinking
— Content Knowledge
— Book and Story Knowledge



4 Pillars of Supercharged Storytimes

Interactivity
Intentionality
Assessment
Community of Practice



Interactivity

Interactions between:

® Practitioner and the children at storytime
® Practitioner and the parents or caregivers
® Parents & caregivers with their children any time

Harris County Public Library Flickr/CC BY-NC-SA 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/people/hcplebranch/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hcplebranch/8705046894
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/

Intention

ality

being mindful about planning
storytimes

being purposeful about including
key early literacy components

and reflecting afterward on
storytimes

Government of Prince Edward Island Flickr CC BY-NC 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/photos/peigov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/peigov/37201898226/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/

Early Literacy Planning

Tool

Oral Language/Listening skills, speaking skKills, social communication skills
Goals: Children demonstrate an understanding of language by listening and speaking.

Children use language for a variety of purposes.

Children understand and use the conventions of social communication.

Birth to 18 months

Storytime Provider/Educator/Adult

Children

. Uses a variety of voice sounds when sharing books, songs, including
demonstrating the use of “parentese”

Respond to frequently heard sounds and words
Orient to speaker in response to speaker's words

. Provides or recites oral stories, nursery rhymes to children in order to prompt them
to express simple thoughts or ideas
. Repeats rhymes, songs, stories to increase familiarity and engagement

Attends to stories, rhymes, songs
Use single words to express thoughts and ideas (e.g.
when seeing the sun, say “sun”)

. Pauses so that children can interject and repeat

Vocalize/use words and gestures in response to
person’s voice or gestures and to solicit attention
Imitate words and gestures

. Encourages children to imitate simple sounds, repeated words in books and stories

Imitate words/sounds (e.g. simple greetings)

. Greets children with nonverbal gestures (e.g. waves hello) in order to communicate
. Encourages children to join in with songs and movement activities that use gesture
s  Adds gestures to books, songs, etc. that support communication

Use nonverbal gestures for social conventions of
greeting (e.g. waving goodbye)

Communicate needs through facial expressions, words,
actions




Intentionality can transform storytime

New Jersey Library Assoc Flickr/CC BY-NC-ND 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/people/njla/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njla/4017023152/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Intentionality and Early Literacy Tips

N

Empowering
parents and
caregivers to
support early
literacy at home

JBLM MWR on Elickr CC BY 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/photos/jblmmwr/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jblmmwr/8027440230/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Early Literacy Planning Tool based on Every Child Ready to Read2®

Print Awareness and Concepts/Knowing that print has meaning, how print “works”

Goals: Children draw meaning from pictures, print, and text.

Children demonstrate awareness of print concepts: how to handle books, direction of
print, concept of word, concepts of print (punctuation, table of contents, etc.).
Children use writing implements to communicate through written representations,

symbols, letters.

18 to 36 months

Storytime Provider/Educator/Adult

Children

Labels objects in books, using descriptive words, encouraging children to label as well
Shows actual item of object pictured, uses props
Shares books with objects and situations children can relate to their own experiences

Relate pictures to real objects, people, events, stories

Points to title and some text, uses big books when possible
Narrates how books work (e.g. “Let's see what's on the cover.
to see what happens next.”}

‘Plays” with orientation of book, holding it upside down/backwards

m o

I am turning the page

Allows opportunity for parents/caregivers and children to look at board books together,

encouraging adults to narrate how books work

Show ability to handle books, turn book right-side up, turn
pages

Begin to understand that print represents spoken words
Fretend to read text

Recognize when book upside down

Includes movement activities and action songs te build gross and small muscles later
used for writing

Participate in movements in action/movement activities

Provides opportunities for writing, asking children about what they have written, age-
appropriate material (i.e. scribbles)

Scribble and makes marks on paper purposefully
Tell what scribble means

Provides opportunities for open-ended play, encouraging symbolic play

| Use symbols or pictures to represent what is said




k) Assessment

A variety of ways to assess a supercharged storytime:

\
\ ® Self-reflection
® Observation and peer mentoring
® Observing children’s behaviors
\ % Structured assessment tools, such as PLA’s

Project Outcome toolkit for early childhood
literacy development

Photo: Journal by kulinetto on pixabay



https://pixabay.com/en/users/kulinetto-6689062/
https://pixabay.com/en/background-blank-book-bindings-2850204/

Project Outcome ToolKkit

project | QUTCOME_ = Aot Rpo

Outcome
Measurement
Made Easy

sssssssssssssssss

aaaaaaaaa

95,640

Responses collected through our surveys

Updates

« Afree set of evaluation tools from PLA

» Ready-to-go surveys

 Easy to use process

* Leads to improved programs and evidence of value




¥§ Community of Practice

Connecting with your peers and colleagues to share
and receive ideas and feedback



https://pixabay.com/en/users/Wokandapix-614097/
https://pixabay.com/en/rock-art-craft-holding-hands-team-1573133/
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You already provide great storytimes.
Supercharge your practice to make them even better.

Getting Started / Module One / Module Two / Module Three / Module Four / Module Five / Module Six



ED

\‘ Supercharged Storytimes Learner Guide

Module One: Key Supercharged Storytimes Elements

Use this learner guide to support the Supercharged Storytimes seli-paced courg
video recordings, print a copy of this guide to jot down notes, participate in act|
for reflections on your learning. There is great learning value in writing with pen
focus and helps the brain synthesize the important points to remember.

Early Literacy Planning Tool bassd on Every Chid Ready to Read2@

Oral Language/Listening skills, speaking skills. social co.

Goals: Children demonstrate an understanding of language

Children use language for a variety of purposes.
Children understand and use the conventions of soci

Birth to 18 months

Storytime Provider/Educator/Adult

Introduction to Supercharged Storytimes

There are four pillars that will supercharge your storytimes.

And there is a cycle of planning, delivery and assessment.

Interactivity, intentionality and self-reflection (assessment) are incorporated into|

= Uses 3 varisty of uos sounds when shsring tooks. songs, rcuding
demonstrating the use of ‘parentese”

« Provides or recies oral stories, nursery rhymes o chikdren in onder to prompt them
to express simple thoughts or idsas
‘sangs. stories to inrease familiarity and engagement

. 2tz

+ Pauses sothat children can mterject and repest

= Encourages chidren to imitsts simple sounds, repested words in bocks and stores

Storytime Cycle

Y

As you learn more about supercharging your practice, you may find that you arg
things, either intuitively or through trainings you have received over the years.

B} interactivity
B intentionality
B Assessment

n Community of Practice

Oral Language

Oral is the of
and use words to communicate.

and skills that allows chil
It is the first of six early literacy components on which this course is structured,
the other components.

¢ Reflection: How does knowing how the young brain works influence how yo

1 Weblunction

« Grests chidren with nonverbal gestures (e.g. waves helo) in order to communicate
= Encourages chidren to join inwith songs and movemenst actviies that use gesturs
«  Adds gestures to bocks. songs. . that supgert communication

Early Literacy Planning Tool WORKSHEET!

This worksheet is a companion to the Early Literacy Planning Tool (ELPT). See the endnotes for directions on
how to make use of it to be intenfional about planning your storytimes.

ELPT Component:*

ELPT Goal:

Storytime Age Level(s)® Your Strategy* (column 1 of ELPT]

B — 18 months

18 - 36 months

36 - 60 months

Item* (book, song, movement activity, flannel board

« Introduses sign language while using spoken wards

+ Encourages parsntsicaregwers to model sye contact and taking twms in
communication 25 well 2 sounds and werds ene-on-one

= Offers simole instructions for fingerplsys, movement schvitiss, and ransitions

18 1o 36 months

Storytime Provider/Educator/Adult
Chsngss intonsbion and tons to communicats masning

= Prompts children to recount events

+ Prompts chidren to refiect on the sequance of svents in a story or book

« Foints to objects and promats children to point to cbjects in envienment andlor
within the psges of a book or within given context

« Responds to childran's use of agpropriate cues to solict attention

« Frompts chidren to use adjeatives 1o describs things of events in orderto
ocommunicats effectively

= Offers instructions for fingerplzys. movement activiies, and transitions

«_ Provies children with the opportuniy o use scund effects to convey meaning

+ Uses sangs and hymes vithchildrers names
iz, tels Stories, sings songe. shares rhymes, fingerplays,
En;;agm wimys that encourage patticipation
= Uses pupgets andlor props when readingteling stories
= Uises motions that go along with Storiss and songs to convey mesning
= Rapests sangs, books, ingerplays within storytime and over several storytimes

and poetryin

« Provides children with the opgertuniy to participate in turn-<aking conversations
- Asks open-ended questions, pausing to allow bme for response

Activity’ (What you are doing with the item? How could you m|

Tip to share with parentsicaregivers:*

« Frovides oppertunity for children to dictate stories.

Tall simpie stories which may includs gestures to comvey
meaning

= Shares factual information and factual books for children to gain information

Understand langusge us=d to pain information
formation and ask questions on togics of
int=rest

«  Asks opan-ended questions and encourages chidren o ask quastions, pauses for

chidren's responses

Fiespand to questions with words. phrases, sentences

|
Library Walk-Through Observation Checklist

Physical Space - Building

Is the entrance clearly marked? Is it inviting?
Are there potential barriers, such as stairs or large heavy deors?
When you enter, is the interior bright and welcoming? Or dark, cluttered or confusing?

When you enter, are you able to make eye contact with or even see a library employee?

Are the restrooms clean and accessible?

Comments or Notes.

Physical Space — Layout and Navigation

How clear is the signage (wayfinding)? How effective is it in helping people navigate the space?
Is the space arranged to encourage families to engage with libraries resources, with each other?

What books (print and d\gllal) are on d\sp\ay'i

Are there other 1 readily
What images are displayed? How well do they reflect the diversity of communities?

Accessibility: does the space meet the diverse physical needs of patrans?

Were you able to find the children’s area easily?
Is it inviting to come in and use the books and materials?

Ul Are there comfortable places to sit?

Comments or Notes

1 WebdJunction OCLC 2018




PXN Oral Langugge 3

* Disparities in early learning
experiences for young children

* Gaps in library programming

Oral Language/Talking ——

The Foundation for All Literacy relationships to expand reach

Saroj Ghoting, Early Literacy Instructor

Wabkmdn Pathway to Equitable Programming
36 — 60 months - -

Strategy: Provides opportunities to discuss what
happens in a book/story

4 - Decide
Identify Local Build Deliver
Priorities Relationships Services
l
|
Gather Plan Evaluate
Information Services Services

Happy, happy birthday, Mom!

A garden box - for you.

@ & Youlube I3 Il ¢ 656/1534 B & Youlube I3



Supercharged Storytimes

Discussion: Early Literacy Tips for Parents and Caregivers

Display replies in nested form E‘

Discussion: Early Literacy Tips for Parents and Caregivers

10/5/2018

Discussion: What do you feel might get in the way of including an early literacy tip for parents and caregivers in your storytime? How might you address
these concerns?

Permalink | Edit | Reply

T —— Facilitator Guide

by SallbyBuibri@ 10/14/2018
My bizgest challenge is adults (mostly preschool teachers) talking to each other throughout story time, or not paying attention to what I'm doing (preparing For Su percha rged Storytimes Self_Paced COU rse

crafts or snacks, cleaning tables, etc.) Many are very focused on the children's behaviors and less on what I'm doing, as well.
| put the early literacy tips on the handouts | provide. | like the idea of using atip jar or the Early Literacy Begins With You poster, because some times adding
new visuals to story times attracts the teachers' attention. | plan to try one or both of these technigues.

Permalink | Show parent | Edit | Delete | Reply

Re: Discussion: Early Literacy Tips for Parents and Caregivers
by Kalle A8 11/20/2018

| think people talking during storytime is semething we all experience. | think this is a struggle because we expect a certain behavior from adultsin
storytime (paying attention and interacting with kids), but not all adults know what the storytime expectation is for their behavior. | realized that | need to
tell the adults what the expectation is and to set some rules for their behavior as well. In my introduction before storytime, | use this phrase, "Adults, for the
kids to get the most benefit out of the program, | need you to please participate as much as possible and please keep conversations until the end of the
program so that everybody can hear our songs and rhymes today. We will have time after storytime for the kids to play and the adults to visit" This has
really reduced the amount of chitchat that happens during the program.

Permalink | Show parent | Edit | Delete | Reply

Re: Discussion: Early Literacy Tips for Parents and Caregivers

bylylihdllail 01/5/2019

| used to start every storytime with, "And remember parents, you are your childs first and best teacher. If yow are excited and participate in storytime
your child will as well!" and that always worked for me. But in the position that I'm in now its never been a problem. The parents were engaged and
interactive, except for this one mom. She would sit outside the storytime room and do whatever on her computer. It annoyed me, but | never said
anything because her daughter came inwith her best friend and the best friends mother. Recently the best friends mother has taken to sending both
girls in by themselves and the two moms sit outside chit-chatting. | do not know what to do in this situation! | don't want to call them out—that seems
rude--but their daughters are becoming disruptive in storytime.

Permalink | Show parent | Edit | Delete | Reply

Photo: People with lightbulbs by rawpixel on Pexels

Re: Discussion: Early Literacy Tips for Parents and Caregivers
by Dol Bbul- 12/6/2018

| can relate. One of the challenges | had in a previous position were parents on their phones during storytime and not engazging. In my new position, part of
my introduction is the experience of bonding with their child and participating.




Self-paced course feedback

| enjoyed being able to work on the course
In my own time. It gave me time to reflect
and try applying strategies while going
through each step.

~— ]

| love that it was self-paced, well-organized,
and relevant to providing great storytimes.




3% WebJunction'Course Catalog

The learning place for libraries.
Join the learning community!

You already provide great storytimes.
Supercharge your practice to make them even better.

Getting Started / Module One / Module Two / Module Three / Module Four / Module Five / Module Six

https://oc.lc/supercharged-course



Project Partners

This project is funded by OCLC and by a grant from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, RE-95-17-0085-17
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