Star Stuff, Storytime Program
Book: Star Stuff 
Craft kit contents: 9 inch balloon (not inflated), popcorn kernel (taped to cardstock), half-sheet of construction paper, chunky glitter, pipe cleaners, feathers, pom poms
Program script: 
Opening:
Good morning greeting to all listening. What friends have come in and joined us on this beautiful November day today? When we say our names let’s also say what the weather is like today where you are! 
Welcome back to our old friends and hello to our new friends! It looks like most of us are experiencing (MENTION THE MOST TALKED ABOUT WEATHER)! And most of those pretty fall leaves are gone by now. It is nice to be inside and sharing some for times with all of you friends.  
Today we are going to be talking about the outside. Since now that the leaves are gone and the air has cooled down it is a lot easier to see the night sky. What things are up there in the night sky? (Moon, stars, planets)  
Let’s make a craft and maybe it can lend some hints to what our story today could be about. Reach in and find your envelope labeled craft and get your glue sticks ready. 
(To prepare, have leaders craft kit at the ready. Today is the night sky!) 
What do you feel in the craft envelope? Pom Poms? Stickers? Paper? What shapes can you feel in your kit? Can you find the big piece of soft and thick paper? What things will you have in your night sky? Stars? The sun? Planets? Some stickers? (Continue to encourage children to decorate with supplies given until you can tell most children are done.)
Who would like to tell us about their night sky? (Allow time for every child to have a turn. Refer to roll call list to make sure every child has spoken.) 
Now that you have beautiful skies! Who’s ready for a STORY!
*Read Star Stuff*
Was that an awesome story?! What was your favorite part? This has me thinking a lot about space and distance. Let’s pull into our story time kit one more time and see if there is anything left … what? You have some things left? What are they? 
Well children, it is really hard for us to picture how big the universe really is! To help us understand, I have gathered a few items to help us understand. 
The first item is a balloon. Could you ask a grown up to help you blow up that balloon? This balloon is going to be our sun. Hold it in your hands. Can you hold it with just one hand? Can you wrap your arms around it? The sun has to be pretty be to warm the whole Earth doesn’t it? 
Now, also in the envelope is a popcorn kernel. What does it feel like? Can you hold it in your hands? Can you hold it with just one hand? Can you wrap your arms around it? If the Sun is that big balloon, this is how big the Earth would be. Pretty small huh? If you have someone hold your balloon and then you take your popcorn kernel and walk 26 big giant leaps, then you will be as far away as the sun is from the earth! How cool to have been Carl Sagan to study space and all this wonderful stuff!
Thank you so much for exploring space with me. I couldn’t have asked for a better crew! Join us next time, <<INSERT DATE AND TIME>>. I can’t wait to see you then!  
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