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Libraries Propel Entrepreneurship
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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurs and small businesses are widely understood to be en
gines ol economic growth and innovation, Less well-known is how

libraries advance entrepreneurship. Libraries meet the needs of aspir
. PRI R P PSP I '

“Libraries of all kinds, in every part of the
country, can help bridge gaps and provide an on-
ramp to the innovation economy.”



BREAKING THE MOLD

Libraries can positively impact economic development.
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4 WAYS TO REACH ENTREPRENEURS

IN YOUR COMMUNITY

1. Create Materials Beneficial to Business
Community

2. Promote Library Resources to Business
Community

3. Target Programming to Business Community

4. Develop Strategic Alliances within Business
Community



1. CREATE MATERIALS BENEFICIAL TO
BUSINESS COMMUNITY




CECILCOUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Cecil County
Public Library
|
The Small Business Information Center

KEYS TO STARTING

A BUSINESS IN _ _
CHETL COUKTY Keys to Starting a Business Brochure

DrvELOPING A Business CoNcrpT

e et b Located at:

¢ ‘Wondenng if you have what it takes?

it riarlish All 7 branches

® What's the best place w start when you're

considering going into business for yoursel Wo rka rce Ce n te r

The Cecil County Public Librarnys Small Business
Information Center provides free information and assistance

Eonmion ousi g fom ks o i Office of Economic Development

County Public Librany is unique in providing this no cost,
focused service for potential and esxmsting small business

owners. In addition w access w upto-date businass info, the C h a m be r Of Co m m e rce
SBIC also works wath a team of local business organizatons

to get you the halp you need. Make an appointment wath the
SBIC to brunstorm business concepts, discuss your plans,

S & bt e ey s o e, Small Business Development Center

financial strategies, and more. The SBIC is here m help you
start and stay in business!

The Cecil County Public Library
Small Business Information Center
301 Newark Avenue
Elkton, MD 21921
410-996-5600 ext. 128
shic@ccplnet.org
www.cecil.ebranch.info




KEYS TO STARTING A BUSINESS
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KEYS TO STARTING A BUSINESS

Financing Your Business
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The Small Business Information Center

KEYS TO STARTING
A BUSINESS IN
CECIL COI'.\'T\'

Developing a Busi c pt
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The Cecil County Public Library
Small Business Information Center
301 Newark Avenue
Elkton, MD 21921
410.996-5600 ext. 128
shici cepluetorg
www.ceciLebranch.info



BUSINESS RELATED GALE COURSES

&\ Free enrollment with your Library Card!
' ONLINE COURSES for Small Business Owners

You have an idea.. Sut will they come # you buddd 27 Starting a new
business s exoting, empowering, snd most of the ime, expansive

Now you have 3 new partnes in your business planning: your Meraey!
Wah husdreds of online dasses now svalabie s na cont Froem your
Iirary, you can werk 6n making your dream » sucoessiul reasty

Check out » few of the offerings selected with small Business oweery
in mind. interested in Bullding your future? Ask your kcarisn now!

Our Instructor-faciitated, online Continuous Education courses s mformative, fun,
converent, and Sighly iternctive. And cur instructons e famous for thelr sbiley to
croate warm and supportive communities of learners

Cowrses ran for savweeks {with a 10-day extension penod avalatie 3t the end). Courses
ae progect onented and include lessons, Quazes, mands.on assgnments, discussion areas,
supplementary links, and more,

You can complete sy caurse setiruly from yuur hame or office
ANY TIME OF THE DAY OR NIGHT.

Visit www.cecil.ebranch.info
Cick the red “Digital Library” dropdown
Select “Learndlife™

e g € st [

Comryn whasmive (vine cimervas I

W e remrer wd Sred areen

Business Law for the Small Buainess
Owner

Leara how to successhully protect your small
business and solve most of the lege protiams
that may anse

Understanding the Human Resoarce
Function

Laar 1o handle basc humah rmowte
o ensure the best possible resolts

functiens

Employment Law Fundamentals
Laears the basics of employment law 56 you can
legally hire. evaluate, and masage employess.

Marketing Your SBusiness on the Internet
Anecommerce expert helps you develep an
Internet marketing pfan for your business.

Creating & Successful Business Plan
Tum your business ideas into a sohd plan for
financing and lonpterm success

Accounting Fundamentals

Gam a marketable new still by learning the basics

of double-entry bockheepng, Francisd reporting
and mexe

awirtted wilN 4 prisg sore

EICOURSE
are here! Enroll Today!

Cartf ave ul Completion | Wiy slarses ot 1

o e woowle

~ ONLINE COURSES for Small Business Owners

Designing Effective Websites

Learn powerdul graphic cesipn techniques and
buid websites that are both sttractive and
octive

Creating Web Pages
Loarn the Basics of HTIML s you cen design,
create, and post your wery own webiite

Introduction to Business Analysis
Loarn poraedf ul LecSaigues Lo improve your
deceion-making at woek

Introduction to QuickBooks
Learn how 10 quickly and effectvely gam cantral
over tre financal aspects of your business.

Performing Payroli in QuickBooks
Learn 10 cregte paychecks, pay tax Nabdibes, and
produce dazzfing payrol reports

Mective Selling

Learn the sacret to converting a potential
customaer into & long-term anset. Find ot how to
lay the groundwork for repeat Dusinesses and your
futore success



ADDITIONAL HANDOUTS

» List of Local Website Developers
* Guide to Writing a Business Plan
* Defining 5 C’s of Credit

 Assistance with Government
Contracting

 List of Local Chambers of
Commerce



2. PROMOTE LIBRARY RESOURCES TO
BUSINESS COMMUNITY




WHICH RESOURCES TO PROMOTE?

Referencel/SA

from (infogroup/Reference Division

Your Stepiby-Step
Guide Lo Suecess
Entreprencir Press and Krista Turner

w Small Business
< Resource Centé
(LR

COURSES

GALE

Blue is the New Green

Inc . ©

Lﬁgal Guide for
meer S|
Business

MOGRAPHICSNOW

e. One Subscription. Infinite Possibilitie
Seart
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WHERE DO | EFFECTIVELY PROMOTE?

* Library » Business License Office

e Chamber of Commerce « SBDC

* Rotary & Lions Club « Office of Economic Development
* Leadership Institutes * Public Schools

«  Community College  Local SCORE chapter

 Workforce Center
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3. TARGET PROGRAMMING TO BUSINESS

COMMUNITY

How do | decide on topics?

COMPUTER
SECURITY
hor Small Business
Ao, e I > = Is QuickBooks Right for
FoNEC I J é Your Small Business?
|||||||||||||| — - B B
i o MONDAY 8 e e et
twim=wty  OCTOBER 20 | WMl - oo
b OO N | e
b e
|
E Wednesday, Feb. 26

6:00-8:00 pm

Where do | find speakers?

Small Business Budget

Creating Powerful
PowerPoint
Presentations

Monday

December 2
at 7:00 pm
T

Email Marketing Tools for a




4. DEVELOP STRATEGIC ALLIANCES WITHIN

BUSINESS COMMUNITY

Cecil Business Resource Partners

CECIL COUNTY

LA ELED ""J OO ARERCE

SCORE. ceciL

COLLEGE
Counselors to America’s Small Business

“~TEDCO
Technology-Development.Corporation

SWIL

LEAD ICUINNOVATE

-._F.____,—l_|__

AMERICA
MARYLAND - | Ir\llariion:ail Medal

Accredited fo provide techinalogy
commercialization assistance.




TESTIMONIALS

Testimonials

Home » Small Business » Testimonials

Country Clean

The library was fantastic in helping us take our green cleaning business,
Country Clean, to the next level. We had a consultation with the small
business librarian and she had aiready spent a lot of time reviewing our
website and social media. She had some fantastic and easy strategies to help
us access potential new customers and leads for the business and reaily
spent time giving us custom feedback on using sccial media in a more
effective way. We were very impressed! We are so grateful to have these
kinds of resources at our public library and are excited to grow our residential
and commercial green cleaning business in Cecil County.

Country Clean was founded in 2011 with the purpose of offering high quality
cleaning services that are safe for our clients, our staff and the environment
We believe that green cleaning can be safe, effective and affordable! If interested in contacting County Clean, please visit
www.mycountryclean.com or emaill mycountryclean@gmail.com.




TESTIMONIALS

A New Leaf

Having moved to Chesapeake City with the intention of opening a small
garden-themed shop, | began to seek input from a number of sources. When
a business owner in town suggested the Small Business Information Center
atthe Cecil County Public Library, | icoked it up. Compared to the other
checklists I'd reviewed, the materials were thoughtiully prepared, and
comprehensive. A meeting with the small business librarian offered additional
demographic reports and references beyond the online offerings. The
resources proved valuable when opening my shop “A New Leaf In
Chesapeake City.

As you enter the historic portion of Chesapeake City, on the south side of the
canal, the shop is in the front room of the first house on the left. The “Welcome
to Chesapeake City® sign Is in our yard. The website, anewleafcc.com, lists
hours, town events, and a summary of what you can find “In Store.” We carry
planters, watering cans, garden gloves & tools, totes, trugs, yard art, chimes,
bells, spinners, fairy garden accessornes, birdbaths, wildlife homes & feeders,
and nature and Irish themed decor and jewelry. We're especially excited
about both the local and fair trade items from Pure Scents Candle Company,
Step by Stepping Stones, North Country Wind Belis, Ten Thousand
Villages, and African Market Baskets

Be sure to sign up for special offers at anewleafcc.com, or follow us on facebook.com/anewleafcc, and instagram.com/anewleafcc
Even better, just stop by for a look: 424 George Street, Chesapeake City, MD 21915.
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CONTACT INFO

Laura Metzler

410-996-5600 x128


mailto:lmetzler@ccplnet.org

