
 

Play Area Themes and Favorite Toys (and other useful stuff) 
 

Theme: Dinosaurs Key Concepts: size, mass, fact vs. fiction, habitat 

Favorite toys: 
 
 
Tuff Tray: Adjustable 
height, stores flat, raised 
edge, very versatile.  
 
Habitat boards: Made by 
us. We cut shapes from a 
large piece of plywood then 
sanded and stained. These 
add a lot to any nature 
based play. 

 
Tuff Tray                                                              Habitat Boards 

Theme: Cardboard City Key Concepts: community, infrastructure, occupations, ways of attaching 

Favorite toys: 
 
Makedo cardboard building 
tools: The kids use these, 
but we also use them to 
build Cardboard City and 
other features.​
 
PVC pipe building set: You 
can cut PVC pipe pretty 
easily with a tool. There is 
a lightweight PVC pipe with 
thinner walls that works 
well for this. Add an 
assortment of joints. This is 
another thing that the kids 
play with that we also use 
for creating play 
experiences. 
 
Puzzle mat foam tiles: We 
added duct tape dashed 
lines to play mats. The kids 
love putting these together 
and driving cars on them. 
They get a lot of play! 
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https://mekasensoryplay.com/collections/tuff-trays-1?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=&utm_term=%7Badgroup%7D&trueroas=22407525772&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22407525772&gbraid=0AAAAA941nhkSAvT-CPpcY36R-8-Ed_48N&gclid=Cj0KCQiA8KTNBhD_ARIsAOvp6DK627jdcpuH71uP4EOGKjpoETqQP1MtNbFb7g2K59XDQhPwoFM5adkaApiEEALw_wcB
https://www.make.do/?tw_source=google&tw_adid=669685657401&tw_campaign=20453039690&tw_kwdid=kwd-297779953343&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20453039690&gbraid=0AAAAAp9cEz2aQX_cDMGRcJQrUw9EUcXf1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA8KTNBhD_ARIsAOvp6DKmcP9pKwkXjoTmZ35fNj6X5ZLpZIBs7SMhIBGGdN7r-P1BJwEInw4aAs7AEALw_wcB
https://www.make.do/?tw_source=google&tw_adid=669685657401&tw_campaign=20453039690&tw_kwdid=kwd-297779953343&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20453039690&gbraid=0AAAAAp9cEz2aQX_cDMGRcJQrUw9EUcXf1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA8KTNBhD_ARIsAOvp6DKmcP9pKwkXjoTmZ35fNj6X5ZLpZIBs7SMhIBGGdN7r-P1BJwEInw4aAs7AEALw_wcB
https://a.co/d/000cREJK
https://www.amazon.com/Interlocking-Soft-Foam-Floor-Mats/dp/B019DZDM3O/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=O82SHUVYNN72&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yNTMpoHGKmlreeBrQoYA4er7gCnJPm7cT88NUX6RxQFqL3HcoUYaANwOFTAA638BpHAZ9NXY39ResdoJV4ZZDeiD4q4nhGbuBxDmHwxRhP4JbJD6vgpYrjI4J1ft2jVOzP4CYIlf4IF0tOFnDiMhrF7dLWxKvPIi84bdT6fzhugS2yW1cAwH0x0vtuDdOyJWR_iq0d1d24sNClA5ZDPC1E_lIYLr-O6N0NHV-gkt_R3NE5UYzamF_VJ5h_wyTwGewo03TI0grxvu5slfFgkG0LwdFWQP451CNgGqIkUJWwc.bB50DpKl2oVPJD-iB-H06J3c8Z5nDmmTo6rTEthqDm4&dib_tag=se&keywords=foam%2Btiles&qid=1738794159&sprefix=foam%2Btiles%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1


Theme: Nature Key Concepts: water cycle, plants, animals, habitat, conservation 

Favorite toys: 
 
Treehouse Cottage: This is 
supposed to be all one 
piece, but parts of it came 
off easily. We use the 
pieces separately which 
actually works better 
because more kids can use 
them at once. They love 
building their own 
structures. 
 
Wind Tunnel: Highly 
engaging and encourages 
endless experimentation. 
Great for toddlers and up. 
This is out every day at 
KPL Kids and has held up 
well. You can also build 
your own budget-friendly 
version. 
 
Garden Sensory Table: 
The Farmer’s Market Color 
Sorting Set includes fruits, 
vegetables and bushel 
baskets. Our ‘dirt’ is strips 
of felt which is inexpensive 
and works really well for 
digging and hiding. The 
sensory table is one of our 
activity tables that we 
converted for this purpose. 

 
Treehouse cottage 

 
Wind Tunnel                                                    Garden Sensory Table 

Theme: Construction Key Concepts: building, engineering, tool use 

Favorite toys: 
 

●​ Foam Bricks 
●​ Foam Cinder 

Blocks and Planks 
●​ Foam Archway 

Blocks:  
Lightweight, realistic, and 
large enough for a big 
build. 
 
 

 
Foam bricks, blocks, and planks                                         PVC structure for wrecking ball 
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https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/stem-curriculum/manipulatives-blocks-games/building-blocks-unit-blocks/treehouse-cottage-build-play/p/38163
https://kodokids.com/products/wind-tunnel?variant=45011982647435&campaignid=22657624269&adgroupid=&network=x&device=c&utm_term=&utm_campaign=PMax:+Kodo+Kids+-+Smart+Shopping+-+Top&utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid_pmax&utm_content=22657624269_&hsa_acc=6775047680&hsa_cam=17935087593&hsa_grp=&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=x&hsa_tgt=&hsa_kw=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22663751900&gbraid=0AAAAAD2B-UHyw8BLLy5XvVDc57Wb0rXFw&gclid=Cj0KCQiAk6rNBhCxARIsAN5mQLuCYVR4Pu3gLi178SV5_LjjGHLwyU60_rmqLRlyFPzLlKmkMLA7S_saAhy-EALw_wcB
https://www.exploratorium.edu/tinkering/projects/wind-tubes
https://www.exploratorium.edu/tinkering/projects/wind-tubes
https://www.exploratorium.edu/tinkering/projects/wind-tubes
https://www.learningresources.com/item-farmers-market-color-sorting-set?srsltid=AfmBOoov8R_6HDj7TrxPG6fpa5oQxwI0jyI6qGNeJDhH2CP7gRv_TQYE
https://www.learningresources.com/item-farmers-market-color-sorting-set?srsltid=AfmBOoov8R_6HDj7TrxPG6fpa5oQxwI0jyI6qGNeJDhH2CP7gRv_TQYE
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/play-learn/outdoor-learning/outdoor-building-blocks/excellerations-foam-floor-bricks-set-of-25/p/37316
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/play-learn/outdoor-learning/outdoor-building-blocks/excellerations-foam-floor-blocks-planks-44-pieces/p/37332
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/play-learn/outdoor-learning/outdoor-building-blocks/excellerations-foam-floor-blocks-planks-44-pieces/p/37332
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/play-learn/outdoor-learning/outdoor-building-blocks/excellerations-archway-engineering-block-set---11pcs/p/s687318
https://www.discountschoolsupply.com/play-learn/outdoor-learning/outdoor-building-blocks/excellerations-archway-engineering-block-set---11pcs/p/s687318


Theme: Physics Key Concepts: Laws of Motion (inertia, velocity, and acceleration) 

Favorite toys: 
 
Blue Blocks: Lightweight 
for big builds. We 
supplement our set with 
budget-friendly Pool 
Noodle Boosters and Party 
Cup Buckets from Dollar 
Tree. 
 
Conveyor Belt: A unique 
and engaging way to 
experience a simple 
machine. 
 
Rubber Ramp: Extra long 
size fosters 
communication, 
collaboration, and problem 
solving with endless 
creative possibilities. 
 
Gutter Ramps: Gutter 
ramps are budget-friendly 
and versatile. You can 
purchase a 10’ vinyl gutter 
for under $10 and cut it into 
smaller pieces with a 
hacksaw. They are wider 
than other ramp sets and 
have raised sides, so they 
are great for younger kids 
too. 
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https://imaginationplayground.com/medium-blue-blocks/
https://www.dollartree.com/product/300962
https://www.dollartree.com/product/300962
https://www.dollartree.com/summer-party-double-wall-plastic-party-buckets-10x775-in/328153#:~:text=Summer%20Party%20Double%2DWall%20Plastic,Party%20Cup%20Bucket%20is%20loaded.
https://www.dollartree.com/summer-party-double-wall-plastic-party-buckets-10x775-in/328153#:~:text=Summer%20Party%20Double%2DWall%20Plastic,Party%20Cup%20Bucket%20is%20loaded.
https://kodokids.com/products/conveyor?srsltid=AfmBOoo4VMi5AMYzLZ9TlTst3hgHUy7aCBpeu6v7xjDnyI5jiV043-B-
https://kodokids.com/products/rubber-ramp-with-stackers?_pos=5&_sid=5f2baf269&_ss=r


Other Useful Stuff 

Command Strips: Single 
replacement strips and 
picture hanging pairs. 

 

Hook and Loop Straps: 
These come in 32’ 
increments, but can be cut 
to any length.  

 
Big enough to go around a column…………or can be cut to secure a smaller item. 

Zip ties 
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https://www.command.com/3M/en_US/p/d/b5005604138/
https://www.command.com/3M/en_US/p/d/b5005604172/
https://www.amazon.com/Fermacavi-Riutilizzabili-Management-Organizzatore-Larghezza/dp/B0B8DB2NJX/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3V8ETK9AT51GO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OB38Vwyio8xJ9TyK0fpwinrqpbRdWr62XwZKnMlEEV67bhAEXG2KZgyca9STxQmzsctUf3DoaIUe0aHGpJDmKo2YBiWt5z_qAGhOHO-y9zwuXZq0afmhCrBuzDWRIv9VlaXGVh7NdK_Sc9GTvajUVsYtJrRMlDLubF0kzu3qHegUDpPpqEhbkPxlqArg5uZ_meMII0T7KwXnhn6K3JPM271l13N2U_ZflA2gwnt7cfw.dBkz4ObsHHiv9pDtTu7GU5YV0d-RgPvXWSmR3N8oM-U&dib_tag=se&keywords=strap%2Bwith%2Bvelcro%2B12%2Bft%2Bwhite&qid=1724014446&sprefix=strap%2Bwith%2Bvelcro%2B12%2Bft%2Bwhite%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-4&th=1


Sand bags, tent weights, 
free weights 

 
Tent weights, painters tape 

Painters tape, paper 
packing tape, Gorilla tape 

 

 

Shawn Wolf, Kenosha Public Library, swolf@mykpl.info 


