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Overview
• Why it matters

• Just getting started - The Steps

• Envelope inspiration ... & a game 
changer! 

• State of signage

• Library programming

• Staying connected & getting on 
the map 



Seed Libraries
• Free source of seeds for the 

community

• Opportunity for us to 
relocalize our seeds

• Place where culturally 
appropriate seeds can be 
shared & stewarded



Our Vision & Mission

Our Vision Our Mission

A rob ust seed library in every 
community that is accessible to 
all and that honors the wisdom of 
the seeds and their keepers.

The Seed Library Network: 
Cultivating Community Seed 
Libraries and Seed 
Sovereignty.



Why it matters?

• increase access to 
locally grown food

• social justice
• local resilience
• food security

• seed sovereignty
• preserve stories and 

culture
• promote seed saving
• community building

• preserve & increase 
genetic diversity

• climate change
• desire to relocalize 

systems
Seed Consolidation graphic 

https://philhoward.net/2018/12/31/global-seed-industry-changes-since-2013/


Tips

• Pace yourself.

• Plan for going the distance and 
changes. 

• Find partners.

• Keep systems to delegate or 
transfer (Work Party Template)



Our Website

Just Getting Started?

Step 1: Purpose & Vision 

Step 2: Location

Step 3: Seeds 

Obtaining Seeds page

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/obtaining-seeds.html


Step 4:  Cabinet & Storage System 

• Alphabetical
• By Family (ex. Legumes: )
• Seed Saving Difficulty
• By Type: Vegetables, Flowers, & Herbs
• Season

Our Website

Cabinets page

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/cabinets.html


Step 5: Establish Guidelines & Procedures

• Seed Borrowing Limits

• Membership Forms

• Seed Packet Information

Our Website
Membership Forms

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/membership-forms.html


Envelope Evolution ... Inspiration... & ...

Our Website
Envelopes & Labels page

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html


Auto Seed Wrapper

Our Website
Auto Seed Wrapper 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGvbiPTqHFaADiLn6SAv9OLecgb4mk8aExNQqgMV8vs/copy


To pack or not to pack?

Our Website
Envelopes page

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html


Signage
What signage do you have in your seed library?

Our Website
Donation procedures 
resources

Borrowing Labeling & 
Packaging Donating

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/IFLA-ENSULIB-Seed-Library-Borrowing-Donating-Class-Follow-up.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/IFLA-ENSULIB-Seed-Library-Borrowing-Donating-Class-Follow-up.pdf


Legality & Seed Libraries

• Have a sign  about  local  seed  quality .
• In your signage and membership info., 

state that you don’t accept GMOs and 
patented varieties (PVP).

• Packets should have the date 
donated/harvested & source.

                                                                             theselc .org/ seed_law_resources

Legality &
Seed Libraries

Note: Seeds from the library may not 
meet germination or vairetal purite 
standards per Maryland seed law.

Important!
You can’t require  returns, but 

you can encourage  them.

https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources


Librarian 
Programming

Seed bowls:  Can you 
identify the seed? 
What seed produces 
what food? 

Songs  about 
gardening.

Cultural connections  
to food and seed. 

Coloring Books

Have a gardening 
themed storytime and 
pass out seeds  with 
seed saving 
instructions for parents 
and related coloring 
book for kids. 

Make these part of 
your storytime .

Our Website

Coloring BooksStorytime

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/seed-saving-with-kids.html


Add the seed library 
into your summer 
reading program:

• Visit the seed 
library.

• Encourage a 
gardening or seed 
saving book.

• Provide seeds as 
one of the prizes for 
summer reading 
program. 

Share seed saving 
bookmarks & why local 
seed matters.

Make your own or use 
ours. 

Do you need to 
increase donations? 
Could you make this a 
bookmark to be 
shared at seed swaps 
or seed saving classes. 

Our Website
Bookmarks

Summer
Reading Bookmarks

  

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/bookmarks.html


Displays

Create displays  
around seed saving 
books  and gardening.

Classes

Seed saving classes

Gardening classes

What classes or 
programs have you 
hosted around the 

seed library?

  



One Book  

Add a One Seed, One Community as part of your 
programming. 

Maybe even connect to a reading that is seed or 
gardening related. 

One Seed  

Our Website
One Seed, One Community

Add to your 
Summer reading

https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/one-seed-one-community.html


 

Celebrate Culture



 

Celebrate Culture



Seed Library Map 

bit.ly/SeedLibraryMap
Our Website

https://bit.ly/SeedLibraryMap
https://bit.ly/SeedLibraryMap


Community Created 
Resources

Explore or Share...
SeedLibraryNetwork.org



Questions & Answers

           
seedlibrarynetwork.substack.com

@seedlibraries (Instagram)

Seed Library Network (LinkedIn) 

Seed Library Network Conference Recordings

Seedlibrarynetwork.org

https://seedlibrarynetwork.substack.com/
https://www.instagram.com/seedlibraries/
https://www.instagram.com/seedlibraries/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/seed-library-network/
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/conferences.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/conferences.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/
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