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Seed Libraries 21

» Free source of seeds for the a8 LK = et~ G g
community

Vegetobles

» Opportunity for us to :
relocalize our seeds

.........

» Place where culturally

appropriate seeds can be - " e
shared & stewarded




Our Vision & Mission

Our Vision

A rob ust seed library in every
community that is accessible to
all and that honors the wisdom of
the seeds and their keepers.
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AND COMMUNITIES ACTION

Our Mission

The Seed Library Network:
Cultivating Community Seed
Libraries and Seed
Sovereignty.

PARTNERSHIPS

FOR THE GOALS @

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT



Why it matters?

* Increase access {o » seed sovereignty * preserve & increase
locally grown food  preserve stories and genetic diversity

» social justice culture » climate change

* local resilience » promote seed saving » desire to relocalize

 food security « community building systems

Seed Consolidation graphic


https://philhoward.net/2018/12/31/global-seed-industry-changes-since-2013/

Tips
» Pace yourself.

» Plan for going the distance and
changes.

 Find partners.

» Keep systems to delegate or
transfer (Work Party Template)




Just Getting Started?

Step 1: Purpose & Vision

Step 2: Location

ant after las

IZI Varlety (

L] Year
L) Grower’

Step 3: Seeds

Our Website
@ Obtaining Seeds page

1:_lc_e,_Red Of:lk leaf, Re


https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/obtaining-seeds.html

Step 4: Cabinet & Storage System

» Alphabetical

+ By Family (ex. Legumes: %* & )
» Seed Saving Difficulty
» By Type: Vegetables, Flowers, & Herbs

e Segson

Our Website
Cabinets page



https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/cabinets.html

Step 5: Establish Guidelines & Procedures

Seed Library
Membership Informa

The Seed Library is a free program c«
ourselves wholesome food by offering
time-honored tradition of seed saving

» Seed Borrowing Limits

How Much? adapted plant varieties, and foster col
sharing.
¢ Member3h|p Forms QUANTITI ES The Seed Library operates on the hor

automatically when you withdraw see

basic seed-saving techniques. We en
v Take Only what andlretum se:clis from Ielt‘tql.?ce, tomatc
1 seed will allow us to keep the library \
» Seed Packet Information you plan to grow to our climate.

Name:

v 2-3 seeds/plant
for larger seeds

Email Address (Please print carefull

Stay connected: Would you like to b
[ JYes [JNo

v/ A pinch for
Background: How much seed saving
smaller seeds [INone []Some []Lots

How much gardening experience do
seedlibraryNetwork.org % Volunteering: Would you be willing t
ways you might help: organizing the |
mentoring other gardeners, fundraisir
seeds for the community, social medi:

Our Website
@ Membership Forms

(Please specify)



https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/membership-forms.html

Envelope Evolution ... Inspiration... & ...

Jeanette’s Love in the Mist
2023

This white Love in the

Mist (Nigella) tumns

deep pink as it ages!

Listen to Erika, a

Richmond gardener,

S : share her experience
eed source: A :

Location of harvest: - | Ly 4 with this plant. Her

Year: . g | Grandmother

Notes: W - | Jeannette gifted her

., these seeds.

Richmond Grows Seed Lending Library

Common name:
Scientific name:
Variety:

Difficulty of seed to be saved:

[ Easy [ Difficult Spread seeds around your garden. Cut

Thank youdor saving seeds) fant. il some flowers for bouquets and let others

Please return some at the end of the season. 4L you intend *== go to _seecl. They will self-seed giving you
Visit RichmondGrowsSeeds.org beautiful flowers for years to come. The

dried seed pods are also pretty in vases!

Community Tips Add Your

@

=2

Resources l_;

Our Website & Resources

Envelopes & Labels page



https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html

Auto Seed Wrapper

D E F G H J
Year Grown |  # of Seeds Per
; Common Name - Manual |  Variety Name - Scientific in - Manual | Packet - Manual
Entry Manual Entry Name-Manual Entry Entry entry
5 4
Take a pinch of _
DRY SEEDED Amaranth / Amaranto Burgundy Amaranthus sp. 2025 seeds. Grown by local gardeners Burgundy leaves and
Grown by Hall Middle  Flower/grain. Early m§
&  DRY SEEDED 5 Amaranth / Amaranto Copperhead 2025 School, Larkeour grows 4-7' tall and ha
Take a pinch of _ golden colored seeds.
Amaranthus sp. seeds. greens and grain.
e
Amaranth / Amaranto Amaranth / Amaranto
Copperhead Copperhead
Amaranthus sp. 78 : Amaranthus sp. A
2025 e E 2025 y

Flower/grain. Early maturing variety that grows 4-7’ tall and has light
tan, almost golden colored seeds. Grown for edible greens and grain.

Depth - 0.5 cm (1/4")

Our Website
Auto Seed Wrapper

&

o,

Full Sun/Pleno Sol, Plant Spacing - 30 cm (12"),

Seed

Amaranth / Amaranto
Copperhead

Amaranthus sp.

2020
Take a pinch of seeds.

Notes

Flower/grain. Early maturing variety that grows
4-7' tall and has light tan, almost golden colored
seeds. Grown for edible greens and grain.

Planting Instructions

« Full Sun/Pleno Sol, Plant Spacing - 30 cm
(12"), Seed Depth - 0.5 cm (1/4")

Grown by local gardeners

Save Seeds '@ Dry Seeded: Let seeds dry on the
plant, harvest. Winnow to remove the chaff.

[solation: Only plant 1 variety or label "Diverse".
Save seeds from multiple plants,



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGvbiPTqHFaADiLn6SAv9OLecgb4mk8aExNQqgMV8vs/copy

Pre-Packed

control the quantity of seeds

taken

packing parties can build
community

critical info included on all packets

takes more volunteer/staff time

To pack or not to pack?

Self-Serve Envelopes

easier to manage

people may take more seeds so
supplies go quicker
people may not write quality info

on packet

Jars

easier to manage

reduces risk of rodent damage
easy to restock

people may take more seeds so
supplies go quicker

people may not write quality info
on packet = can include pre-
printed labels in jars

Our Website
Envelopes page



https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/envelopes--labels.html

Sighage

What signage do you have in your seed library?

Seed Library  Biblioteca de ser

i
e inti
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Our Website
@ Donation procedures

resources



https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/IFLA-ENSULIB-Seed-Library-Borrowing-Donating-Class-Follow-up.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/IFLA-ENSULIB-Seed-Library-Borrowing-Donating-Class-Follow-up.pdf

Note: Seeds from the library may not
meet germination or vairetal purite
standards per Maryland seed law.

Legality &
Seed Libraries

You can't require returns, but

Many seeds shared by the Seed Library were grown by
community members with love and care like our ancestors
have done for thousands of years. Please know they may not
meet state germination or labeling standards. We do not
knowingly accept or share any seeds that are chemically
treated, patented (PVP), or genetically modified.

you can encourage them.

At Richmond Grows, we try our best to ensure the quality of
our seed using best practices in inventory care and labeling.
Nonetheless, seeds are alive and people using the seed
library have varying degrees of skill in saving seeds. You
should know that you might experience low germination
rates or receive seeds that were not properly labeled. This is
a volunteer-run project, and we do the best we can with the
time and resources we have.

 Have a sign about local seed quality .

* In your signage and membership info.,
state that you don’t accept GMOs and
patented varieties (PVP).

* Packets should have the date
donated/harvested & source.

theselc .org/ seed law_resources

If you do have any problems with the seed you get from the
seed library, please let us know so we can try to fix it for
future users of the library! Email us at
richmondgrows@gmail.com.

Thanks for your interest in local seeds!

;;@é
Yy
RICHMOND

CROwl



https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
https://www.theselc.org/seed_law_resources
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Librarian
Programming

C ( Coloring Books

Seed bowls: Can you Have a gardening

identify the seed? themed storytime and

What seed produces pass out seeds with

what food? seed saving
instructions for parents

Songs about andrelated coloring = TSN KD

gardening. book for kids.

Cultural connections Make these part of PATAT

to food and seed. your storytime . 9

Our Website
@ Coloring Books

TOMATOES


https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/seed-saving-with-kids.html
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and return them! Just be sure to mark the
packet as a "Diverse mix" so future gardeners
know what to expect!

SeedLibraryNetwork.org



https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/bookmarks.html

f Displays Classes
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Create displays Seed saving classes
around seed saving _ AR Y S e
books and gardening. Gardening classes July 29 3:30-5 PM PDT

Online - will be recorded

With rising grocery prices, increasing uncertainty in
our food supply, and the growing impacts of climate
change, now is the time to take a hopeful,
empowering step: Learn the ancient practice of
saving seeds and how to adapt seeds for the future
with Rebeca Newburn of the
Richmond Grows Seed Lending Library!

e &
O} Register: @
givebutter.com/seedsavingJuly29

The

EED
4"\ (SgARDEN l What classes or

| A \ | The \r H ctic .I“’ ed Say

§ programs have you
N hosted around the

v seed library?
J-q




Plant a Seed, Read

Add a One Seed, One Community as part of your Shingempnslssiominpey S
prog I’Clmmlng. game foare’

ATTEND A |BDRRDW AN ITEM [LISTEN TO MUSIC NAME A
M . NATIONAL NIGHT FROM THE ON HOOPLA RICHMOND
Maybe even connect to a reading that is seed or ouTEVENT | LBRARY OF
M THINGS TEENS CAN JOIN
gardening related.
BORROW A CHECK OUT A BORROW A NAME A BORROW A
NONFICTION BOOK BY A BAY COOKBOOK AND LIBRARY BOOK ABOUT
BOOK OR EBOOK | AREA AUTHOR MAKE A RECIPE | PROGRAM FOR | AN ARTIST OR
TEENS ARTISTS
BOERY WA DO SOMETHING BORROW A BORROW AN
oAy |creamvE @ THE GRAPHIC EBOOK ON
' FREE
JUNETEENTH HBRARY RSTED. HDﬂ:';:‘,DR

VISIT THE SEED BORROW A
LIBRARY AT GARDENING

BORROW AN READ A BOOK BORROW A
AUDIO BOOKON | SETIN THE BOOK THAT

et BOOK HOOPLA FUTURE INSPIRED A TV
MACDONALD OR LIBBY SHOW OR
AVE MOVIE
ATTEND A BORROW A BORROW A
GAME AT THE MOVIE ON LIBRARY "NEW" BOOK MYSTERY BOOK

KANOPY PROGRAM

One Seed, One Community

Our Website
@ One Seed, One Community


https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/one-seed-one-community.html
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Gardening Books for Kids Indigenous Gardening African and African American
Stop by an OPL seed library to get seeds and Indigenous Cook Books and Gardening Books for Gardening
BoniG; and walclyyour Sarmie grow! all ages. African and African American Cook Books and

opl_rebecca Xochitlwork Gardening Books for all ages.

Kochitlwork




Celebrate Culture
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Click below to download your free Seed Library brochure!
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ed Saving Library Gardening Tips

s Arabic Arabic
Chinese Chinese
English English
Spanish Spanish
Vietnamese Vietnamese

celebrating Asian

seed stewards

Eﬁ[ﬁlﬂﬁm
é %ﬁ b

Preserving & evolving heritage crops, stories, and foodways
of the Asion disspora.

Through ecllaborations with growers, breeders, chefs, and
community organizations: supports small scale seed
preduction by creating meaningful economies for Asian
Amarican farmers and food advocates,

Growers collaborative, seed stewards, growers guides:
www . secondgenerationseoeds com

KITAZAWA | SEED Co.

wrw @ArfeaeR o

Kitazawa Seed Compary, based in
Cakland, was started in 917 by

Jopanese immigrant Gijiu Kitazowa.

It was the first company in the United States to provide
seeds for Asion vegetobles used in Jopanese, Thai, Indian,
Chinese and Koreon cuisines.

Website: kitazowaseed.com/pages/about-us
Article: ﬁ_n’-u rl.com Ehgri!lgmm

Ta access all resources in this puntph'e‘l, go lo:

SHARE THE FRUITE OF YOUR LAROR! ¢ Encesh )
TG 55 @EKLIERAEY (R LGS RWERSAIERDPL b A

Zine Library
Arabic
Chinege
English
Spanish

Learn about

GARDENING .cwmo
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The Chinese Kitchen Garden
b:f Wendy Kiang- 5|:III:|:.I
. gr-.'r.'\.-i".ﬂ in containers, wnh,rring. r

seed-sowing, pests, recipes.

Growing Chinese Vegetables by Geri Horringtan

Golden Gate Gardening by Pom Peirce
* complete guide to year-round food '#55’-?—

gardening in the San Francisco Bay Area.
A Cook's Guide to Chinese Vegetables %

by Martha Dohlen

Alamoda County Master Gardenor's Help Desk
https://acmgucant.edu/Contact Us
Coklond Public Library's seed lending & gardening info:
httpa://eaklandlibrary.erg/seed lending
Minari
movie about o family of Korean immigrants whe try to make
it as farmers in the rural United States during the 1980s.

STORIES FOR KIDS

The Ugly Vegetables by Grace Lin
Watereress by Andrea Wang

tinyurl.eom/astangrabandgrewlis!



Seed Library Map @

| —

b
G1 Public'library.

Our Website
@ bit.ly/SeedLlibraryMap



https://bit.ly/SeedLibraryMap
https://bit.ly/SeedLibraryMap

Community Created
Resources

Community Tips Add Your
& Resources:@: Resources E

Explore or Share...
@ SeedLibraryNetwork.org



Questions & Answe

Seedlibrarynetwork.org

Py seedlibrarynetwork.substack.com

@seedlibraries (Instagram)

m®5eed Library Network (LinkedlIn

Seed Library Network Conferer



https://seedlibrarynetwork.substack.com/
https://www.instagram.com/seedlibraries/
https://www.instagram.com/seedlibraries/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/seed-library-network/
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/conferences.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/conferences.html
https://www.seedlibrarynetwork.org/
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