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AZTEC PUBLIC LIBRARY 

201 W. Chaco, Aztec NM 87410

Phone: 505-334-7658  
Fax: 505-334-7659

ww.azteclibrarynm.org

Teen Needs Assessment Request 2004

The conversation that these questions hope to stimulate is intended to help us better understand what teens want from and can offer to our public library. Please express yourselves honestly. Everything you say will be reported anonymously and compiled with the responses of others.

1. What do you typically do after school?

A) Where do you go (e.g., home, school, library, other youth programs)?

B) What do you do (e.g., watch TV, work on the computer, do your homework, hang out with friends, work for money, read, volunteer)?

C) Why do you do this?

OK, now that we know what you do after school (and some of you don't go to the library...), we would like to hear what's needed to get teens to use the library more often—to attend its programs and make it a place that's fun and helpful for you and your friends. So let's suppose you are advisors to the city, helping us make Aztec a better place, we ask:

2. What could the library offer you and your mends to make it a place you'd want to come to more often?

A) What's needed that's not there (e.g., snacks, space to talk with friends, homework help, school supplies, computer help, practice/performance space)?

B) Are there things about the library that you don't like, that if changed would make you want to come more often (e.g., hours, rules, computer time, transportation problems)?

3. Let's talk about things that you read or do when you aren't doing schoolwork (e.g., books, magazines, comics, Web sites, e-mails, novels, computer games (X-Box, PS2, Nintendo))? 
A) Do you go to the library to get reading materials?

B) Where else do you get reading materials?

4. Now let's talk about computers. We're guessing they're a big reason teens come to the library. Have you had a chance to learn how to use the Internet yet?

A) Where do you use computers and do you like using them there?

B) What's needed, if anything, to give you more of a chance to use computers (e.g., training, on-demand help, better access to computers, more time on computers, better hardware or​ software)?

C) Whom do you currently get help from and whom would you want to get help from (e.g., peers)?

5. Earlier you mentioned that after school you_______. Let's talk now about where and when you do your homework.

A) When do you typically do it?

B) Where (e.g., home, at a mend's home, library, school)?

C) Why or why not use the library?

D) If you need help, where do you get it and from whom? Is this good enough?

6. The library is also trying to give teens opportunities at the library to help their community and do something meaningful when not in school. How do you think teens like you and your mends could be involved? What kinds of things could you do (e.g., tutor; teach ESL; teach other languages; assist others on the computer; teach children (puppetry, storytelling); participate in a read-a-thon, workshop or reading club)?

A) What do you think teens could get out of doing these kinds of things (e.g., leadership skills, job skills, preparation for college, work experience)?

B) What do you think the library could gain from having this kind of teen involvement?
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