


Finding Quality Web Sites

Where can you find quality, pre-selected Web sites, besides diving into a search engine and starting from scratch? There are several options on the for finding excellent Web sites without a lot of work.

Web links in the Encarta Programs

Look up a topic in one of the Encarta reference programs, and see if there are Web sites listed. Many articles include Web sites that have been selected by the editors of the program.

Internet Explorer Favorites

Find these by clicking the Favorites button on the Internet Explorer menu bar.

Web Guides

The printed guides list Web sites on a variety of topics, and can be found on the Gates Foundation Web site by searching for “Web guides.”

Specialized search guides:


Internet Public Library


www.ipl.org 

Library Spot


www.libraryspot.com 

Xrefer


www.xrefer.com 
RefDesk

www.refdesk.com
Ways to Share Quality Sites with Library Patrons

Add favorites to the Favorites folders.
Create pamphlets (similar to the Web Guides)

If your library has a newsletter, include an article on a specific topic, including Web links.

Offer subject-specific Internet classes (ex. “Genealogy and the Internet” or “Job Hunting and the Internet”)

If your library has a Web site, include a reference page with carefully chosen and well-organized links to quality web sites.
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