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Presenter had an incredible amount of knowledge about what it takes to prepare 
patrons to enter the job market.

mailto:sbrett@cslib.org�


Connecticut State Library

Partnered with Department of Labor – 6 workshops
Job Search@Your Library: 

Helping Your Community Get Back to Work

– Free half-day information session to help library staff respond to the growing demands of 
job seekers in their local communities. 

– The session highlighted Internet resources, local and state job listings, CT JobCentral, the 
Connecticut Department of Labor (DOL) website and more.

– Topics covered included:
Basic résumé and cover letter strategies and DOL resources
Career exploration using the Job & Career ConneCTion
Basic job search strategies
Overview of the services and resources available at the DOL/CT Works Career Centers

Excellent ideas for resume preparation and lots of good tips for job seekers.



Currency of information was excellent.











STEAL THIS PROGRAM!

Assisting job seekers through library programming and services

Fairfield (CT) Public Library

Jobs 2009: A Special Series

“I appreciate this series that the Fairfield Public Library has put together in these difficult times.”



Jobs 2009: Fairfield Public Library

Who are your unemployed?

“I am new to the area, and having the Library facilitate these networking events
has been incredibly valuable.”



Will you help us help our community?

Go beyond basic tools

One word: podcast!

Create and cross–sell

Keep measuring your success

Jobs 2009: The Details

“Because of the caliber of the programs, I left each one 
with gems of knowledge that I could put into immediate use.”



Partners are Everywhere

Some are Obvious

• Database/website vendors
• Local personnel agencies
• Motivational Speakers
• Community Colleges/Universities
• Local employers’ HR Departments
• Certified Master Resume Writers
• Small business owners
• State Agencies: Dept. of Labor, 

Social Services
• Local  independent business 

consultants

Some are Not So Obvious

• Life Coaches
• Happiness Clubs
• Psychiatrists/Psychologists
• Public Speaking Trainers
• Image/Etiquette Consultants
• Yoga trainers
• Bankers
• Credit Counselors
• Attorneys
• Authors of motivational or career 

guides

“I enjoyed the Jobs 2009 series and I believe it helped a lot of people in job searching process. 
Good Job FPL!!”



Most Popular Programs

• Good Resume, Bad Resume
• 1-on-1 Resume Review
• Interviewing Do’s and Don’ts
• Networking Know-How
• Using LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter
• Finding the Work You Love
• Secrets of the Online Job Hunt
• Elevator Speeches and Marketing Plans

“I attended the interviewing session and found it very good, helpful and professional.”



What Job Seekers Value

• Free
• Welcoming & supportive environment
• Positive attitude
• Other Library programs and services
• Guest speakers from the community
• Opportunity to interact with others

“Great group of professionals that are there to assist you in your research and search for the next job”



Where We are Today
• 61 weeks and counting…
• 7,200+ podcast hits
• 2,300+ attendees
• 3 weekly networking groups
• Positive perception 
• LinkedIn Networking Group 

100+ members

“The program was well put together. I recommend the podcasts to those who do not receive 
outplacement because they are better”



Going Forward – Getting Started

• Start small
• Ask your staff
• Reach out 
• Consider the whole person
• Get feedback & use it

“Jobs 2010 is valuable to me since I've been laid off. I get inspired to keep trying, 
and in this economy, it is easy to be "down" on myself.”



Win - Win - Win

Job Seekers

Library

Community 
Partners

“Your team should be very proud of having conceived of and delivering such a valuable 
service to help the unemployed within our community.”



Questions?

Contact: 

Judy Sparzo

Fairfield Public Library  

203-256-3063

jsparzo@fplct.org

www.linkedin.com/in/judysparzo

“Please DO NOT by any means stop your Jobs series. Career and employment are topics that 
are always in demand regardless of the overall economy.”
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