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October 4 webinar recording
Teen Programming: A Mover & 
Shaker's Recipe for Impact and 
Success

Courtney Saldana
Youth Services Supervising 
Librarian, Ontario City Library (CA)

Photo by Kelela Wakefield

December 6 webinar recording
Culinary Literacy: A Library Recipe 
for Cooking Up Literacy and 
Community

Liz Fitzgerald
Culinary Literacy Center's 
Administrator, Free Library of 
Philadelphia (PA) Photo ©2016 Shawn G. Henry

March 7 webinar recording
Privacy Literacy at Your Library

Erin Berman
Innovations Manager, San José 
Public Library (CA)

Photo ©2016 Shawn G. Henry

http://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/teen-programming.html
http://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/culinary-literacy.html
http://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/privacy-literacy-at-your-library.html


Questions? Contact us at ljinfo@mediasourceinc.com

The 2018 Movers and Shakers 
submission deadline will be on 
November 17, 2017. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ljinfo@mediasourceinc.com


Today’s Presenters

Will Chan  
Director of Economic 
Mobility for the North 
Denver Cornerstone 
Collaborative and the 
National Western Center, 
City and County of Denver

Sophie Maier
Immigrant Services 
Librarian, 
Louisville Free Public 
Library

Jamie Torres  
Deputy Director of Human 
Rights and Community 
Partnerships and the 
Director of Immigrant and 
Refugee Affairs, City and 
County of Denver

Formerly:
Program Administrator, 
New Americans Project, 

Denver Public Library



Partnering with and for 

Immigrant and Refugee 

Communities

Presented by 

Will Chan, Director of Economic Mobility for North Denver 
Cornerstone Collaborative and the National Western 

Center, City and County of Denver

Jamie Torres, Deputy Director of Human Rights and 
Community Partnerships and the Director of Immigrant 

and Refugee Affairs, City and County of Denver



Libraries as Community 

Spaces

 Why are libraries ideal partners?

 How do you pitch immigrant and refugee programming 

to your library administration?

 Intimidated or not sure where to begin? 



Current Landscape

 Two thirds are already US 
citizens…and growing (Pew 
Research Center, 2013). 

 By 2020, a 62% increase is 
projected – that’s 6 times 
the growth rate of the rest 
of the teen population! 
(Avila, 2012)

 11% Nationwide, 15% in 
Colorado, 28% in Denver (US 
Census 2015 Estimate)



Who lives in your community? 



No magic one size fits all 

approach…



Meet mutual goals of your partner 

or collaborator with your institution

r



 

 

Diverse Collections, 

Diverse Staff, Diverse 

Resources 



Common Themes and Resources

Citizenship Corners

English Language Learning, 

Conversation Tables



Other ideas? 

OPERATION



Community Assets



Welcoming City



Questions?



Welcoming Through Engagement and 

Programming: 

Immigrant Services for Success

Sophie Maier

Louisville Free Public Library



Iroquois library branch

Photo courtesy of Anne Marie Grisanti



Louisville, KY Diversity



JCPS ELL Languages



English Conversation Club 

(ECC)



ECC and 

Community Gathering



ECC Success

 Universities and High Schools

 Library Ambassadors

 Community Support

 Adapting

 Constant demand



Partnerships with universities/ 

high schools

Photos courtesy of Bellarmine University



University volunteers/ veterans



Library Ambassadors



ECC:  

Diverse ages volunteering

$$$



ECC babies!



ECC babies return as volunteers!



Children coming back as volunteers



Babies returning!



Then and Now



Guitars and Uds!



Citizenship Ceremonies at the 

Library



Citizenship at the Courthouse



Refugee Resettlement Outreach

Photo courtesy of Sara Loy



Somali books



Culturally appropriate books



Religious events



Apartment Complexes



Not enough staff? Call !



Youth Led 

African Showcase

February 2017



Global Music Showcase



Haven’t yet met folk?

Catch a film!



Spanish Literary Salon



French Circle



Arabic Salon



Arabic Salon



Diverse staffing



Nepali Cultural Forum



Cultural Showcase

Photos courtesy of Michelle J. Wong



Cultural Showcase

Photos courtesy of Michelle J. Wong



Dance Series



This Muslim American Life



Women of the World

Photos courtesy of Farhan Abdi and Lorena Miller



Women of the World

Photos courtesy of Lorena Miller



Art Gallery



ECC student displays art, 

returns to  volunteers!



Bilingual Storytime



El día de los niños/El día de los 

libros



Community engagement



Welcome!


