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Beginners may need some assistance
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And possibly a bit irritating at times
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More popular than ever
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Key genealogy resources

• Local and state genealogical society

• Local and state historical society

• www.usgenweb.org --a website for every county in the U.S.

• Local library website  --look for genealogy or email information

http://www.usgenweb.org/
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Some things to know about FamilySearch.org
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FREE FREE  FREE

FREE FREE  FREE

FREE FREE FREE
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World’s largest collection of records
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Preserved in the Granite Mountain Vault
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Digital Online Worldwide Collections
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1 million digital images captured every day
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A very large number of volunteers
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A very large Family Tree
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Agenda

• Get Help—Self Help
• Getting Started

• Help Center

• Learning Center

• Research Wiki

• What’s New

• Get Help—Contact Us

• Questions

• Search Tips
• Filters

• Wild Cards

• First Name Only

• Finding Married Names

• Source Film Numbers

• Family Tree

• Questions
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www.familysearch.org

Six Home Page Images
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Search defaults to Records
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Genealogies: “past conclusions”

Ancestral File, Pedigree Resource File, IGI
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Catalog for records ever microfilmed
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Card catalog
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List of microfilmed Deeds

Pennsylvania Butler County Deeds Film number    
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Can order films to local Family History Center
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Catalog shows records that are online
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Over 200,000 books are online at FamilySearch
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Wiki: over 82,000 “how-to” articles
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Search Historical Records
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Search Help Panel
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Searching for Specific Records

Video starts 
when you open 
the help topic

Follow steps 
to complete 
task
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302,743 results !!!
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Tip 1

Search Using Filters—

Life Events and 

Relationships
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Search by life event—Marriage
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2nd Result
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Search using life event and relationship



38

First Result !!!
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Tip 2

Use Life Event and 

Restrict by Type

1880 U.S. census, Iowa
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Search using Residence and Restrict by Type 
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Single, correct result !!!
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Tip 3

Use Wild Cards *
A researcher’s best friend
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First name plus first letter* of surname
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2nd result is Alfred Hoursing   
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First name plus last part of surname
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1st result is Alfred Hoursing   
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You be the indexer for this name
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Tip 4

Search with 

Wild Card ?
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When a ? Is an Answer

Problem—Can’t find George MONEY

Solution—Use the wild card “?” 

George M?NEY

Found George MANEY
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Tip 5

Finding 

Married Names
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1870 Alexander Orr family
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Four married names
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Mother’s maiden

name is

COUCH 
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Tip 6

Use the Source Film 

Number
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Look for the 
GS Film 
number 
when there 
is no image

904260
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Image from microfilm 904260

“. . .Between Jehial Spensor & Betsy 
Blackburn on the 10th day of Nov 1825 
Both of the township of Vernon . . .”
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Obtain a free FamilySearch account
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Collaborative Family Tree of One 

Billion Ancestors
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Several entry points to the Tree
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Use FIND to 
locate 
deceased
ancestors in 
the Family 
Tree
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Use FIND 
to locate 
deceased
ancestors 
in the 
Family 
Tree
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Each person has a personal ID (PID)

KFD2-JV5
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Highlighting a result
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Traditional pedigree in landscape
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With expanded view

Additional Generations
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Several “Show” options
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Four “Tree” options
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Portrait pedigree
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Faster, easier, more fun Fan Chart
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Highlight ancestors in Fan Chart
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Preserve and Share Memories through 

Photos
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Add documents in your possession
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Preserve and Share Memories through 

Stories
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Person view shows 3 generations
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Siblings

Parents

Kids

Spouse
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Record hints and search records
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Hint results in 1930 census image
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Record search results
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Sources are easily added
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Value of a collaborative Tree

I entered the birth date
in 2012

Lester Ludwig entered the
christening date in 2014
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Brietzig Lutheran Church from Lester
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Weekly message of Tree updates
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Pause 

for 

Questions
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Get Help on every screen

Get Help
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Extensive help options
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Self Help options
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Getting Started
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Eight Help Center Topics
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Help Center—How to Search
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Learning Center—hundreds of courses

www.familysearch.org/learningcenter
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What can you find in the Wiki?

• Genealogy databases and online resources

• Genealogy strategies and guidance 

• Explanation of record types and their uses

• Locality pages with relevant resources

• Topic pages, e.g., Organize your Genealogy
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What the wiki IS NOT

• NOT a database of specific individuals

• BUT, helps find records that may list your ancestor

Therefore:

• Don’t search for your ancestor’s name

• Instead, search for the locality your ancestor was 

born, died, or lived
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FamilySearch Research Wiki Help

Where does the information come from?

• Started with the FHL Research Outlines

• FamilySearch research specialists

• Genealogists from the genealogy 

community 

• Like Wikipedia; anyone with a 

FamilySearch account can edit the wiki

• We need your help!
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Use clickable 
map
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New sidebars broken into 
sections: 
• Beginning research
• Record types
• Country background
• Ethnicity research
• Local Resources
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Link with arrow: external 
Link; goes to another 
website 
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Finding Links to Online Genealogy Records

• “One stop shopping” to all links to country-wide or 

state-wide online collections

• Listed by record type – birth, marriage, death at the 

top

• Links can go to free and subscription website ($)

How do you find Online 
Genealogy Records pages?
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Currently over 200 Online 
Genealogy Records Pages!
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Topics links can include:
• Birth, marriage, & deaths
• Cemeteries
• Census
• Church records
• Directories
• Ethnic specific databases
• Immigration records
• Land records
• Military records
• Naturalization records
• Newspapers 
• Probate records
• Tax records
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Also, use blue 
button found on
Country, state 
and county pages
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“How to” pages
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Enter your own search topic

Enter Search Topic
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Also by state
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The Wiki describes the research process
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New to Research: 5-step process
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Links to specific research principles
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You can be a Wiki Contributor
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You can be a Wiki Contributor
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Fill in info you wish to 
submit. Wiki 
volunteers will add it 
to the wiki page for 
you!
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Or, edit the wiki directly
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What’s New
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Extensive help options
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Contact Us Options

866 406-1830

support@familysearch.org
Enter zip code for FH Centers

mailto:support@familysearch.org
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Thank You

and 

Questions


