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Beyond Book Groups

Fun Library Programs for Adult Readers





The Next Hour of Your Life:

• Why program for readers?

• Examples: Nontraditional Book Groups

• Examples: Jump Off the Page 

• Creating your own Programs

• Join in! 

























Non-Traditional Book Groups
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Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your 
screen, once you click on the marker.

Check mark

Click on square, half-way down. 

Use the drop-down menu and 
choose the check mark.

Click on slide to indicate choice.



Trivia Break!

It’s just Pip

Pip-Pip Piper

Philip Pirrip

Pip Philip 

I am busy checking Facebook 
and completely not paying 
attention to this poll. 

In Great Expectations, what is Pip’s full name?









Jump off the Page

















What Makes these Programs Fun?





















Resources
Program Ideas
• My book on fun adult programs (forthcoming Spring 2016 from ALA Editions) 
• My website: www.the-bookaneer.com 
• GenreX (Oak Park PL)
• Alt+Library (Sacramento PL)
• Fresh City Life (Denver PL) 
• ProgrammingLibrarian.org
• Adult Programs in the Library, Second Edition by  Brett W Lear
• Hosting a Library Mystery: A Programming Guide by Elizabeth M. Karle
• Book-to-Action Toolkit http://www.library.ca.gov/lds/getinvolved/booktoaction/

Further Reading
• “Transforming Our Image through Words that Work: Perception is Everything,” by 

Valerie J. Gross. Public Libraries, PLA/ALA, Vol. 48, No. 5, September/October 2009, 
p. 24-32.

• Reality is Broken: Why Games Make Us Better and How They Can Change the 
World by Jane McGonigal

• Radical Homemakers: Reclaiming Domesticity from a Consumer Culture by 
Shannon Hayes

http://www.library.ca.gov/lds/getinvolved/booktoaction/
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